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Week 23 
 

ONE People 
 

Kiaan had moved with her family from India to America one year ago.  It had 

been a long year trying to adjust to a new country, a new language, a new school, 

different clothing, different food, a different climate, and on and on.  So many things 

were new and different.  Kiaan had been afraid to move to America.  She and her family 

had heard about so much hatred and violence between people with different colors of 

skin.  Kiaan worried that she and her family would be in danger.  But as Kiaan thought 

back over her first year in America she had been surprised.  There were people living in 

America from all over the world.  There were people with many different skin colors.  

There were people who spoke different languages, ate different foods, dressed differently, 

and worshipped different gods.  But the biggest surprise was that most people got along 

just fine.  She and her family had not experienced any danger.  Kiaan had been accepted 

and made friends in her new school quickly.  Now she had friends with many different 

colors of skin that got along well.  Over the past year Kiaan had learned that the color of 

someone’s skin does not matter.  It doesn’t matter where they come from, what language 

they speak, what kind of food they like or how they dress.  What truly matters is what is 

in their heart. 

 

Monday: Think about your neighborhood, your school, and your church.  Are the people 

pretty much the same or is there diversity?  Did you know that God never planned for 

people groups to remain divided and separated from one another?  God’s plan from the 

beginning was to have ONE people to call His own, children of God from every tribe, 

tongue, and nation.  The Jewish people had always been God’s chosen people.  Everyone 

else was a Gentile and looked down upon and many times hated by the Jews.  Read 

Ephesians 2:11-18.  During the time of the early church there were people being added to 

the church daily.  Many of these people were from different nations, spoke different 

languages, and had different skin colors.  They were Gentiles.  And for the most part they 

loved and cared for each other.  What they saw and heard on the outside didn’t matter.  

What did matter was that they were all part of God’s family united by their Lord and 

Savior, Jesus.  Unfortunately, the Jewish people had trouble accepting that the hated 

Gentiles were now their spiritual equals and all part of God’s family. 



Tuesday: All people descended from Adam and Eve.  Adam and Eve had children, those 

children had children, and on and on until the earth was filled with people.  So how did 

Jews and Gentiles become two separate peoples if everyone came from Adam and Eve?  

Read Genesis 12:1-3.  We read here that God called Abram and told him that He would 

make him into a great nation.  God did just what He said He would do and from Abram a 

great nation was made, the nation of Israel, the Jewish people.  What do you think God’s 

purpose was in separating this nation to Himself?  God’s desire was for His chosen 

people to be a holy nation who worshipped the one true God.  The Jews could then teach 

the Gentiles about their God.  Israel was to be a nation of holy people - priests, prophets, 

and missionaries to the world.  God’s purpose for Israel was to be a people who were set 

apart, a nation who pointed others toward God and His promise of a Savior. 

 

Wednesday: Have you ever wondered why people can’t just get along?  Why is there so 

much hatred and violence in the world?  People are broken, fractured, and divided.  They 

have been divided since the tower of Babel.  The history of humanity has been plagued 

by people hating people; nation hating nation; racism, wars, and the attempt to get rid of 

whole people groups.  We can read about these things throughout the Bible.  Why do you 

think that people have failed in trying to bring about world peace?  Read Ephesians 2:12.  

People who have not received Jesus as Savior are separated from God.  They are without 

hope, without God in the world, and very far away from Him.  People who are far from 

God can never bring about peace in the world.  Read Ephesians 2:13.  What happens 

when people belong to Christ through Salvation?  They are brought near to God.  Read 

Ephesians 2:14-18.  Only through Jesus can hatred be destroyed.  Jesus is our peace.  

Through Him the wall of hatred was destroyed and Jews and Gentiles were made into 

ONE people.  There is peace between them.  It is through Jesus that all people can 

become part of God’s family through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thursday: Have you ever thought about a world where there were no labels to separate 

people groups?  What do you think a world would be like where every people group from 

all over the world was one big, happy family?  Read Ephesians 2:14-18 again.  We read 

here that Jesus planned to create ONE new people.  This is a people without labels.  The 

family of God will not be made up of Jews or Gentiles, rich or poor, black or white, 

American, Asian or African.  Read Ephesians 2:19-22.  Paul reminds us that believers are 

“members of God’s family.”  We are adopted into the very family of God.  We are 

brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus.  This is what it means to be a believer in Jesus Christ 

and this is what the church of Christ is - the family of the living God. 

 

Friday: Kiaan in our story this week realized that what truly matters is what is in one’s 

heart.  Why to you think this is important?  Read Proverbs 4:23.  From our hearts come 

love and kindness, hatred and violence, good and bad.  As children of God we need to be 

careful to guard our hearts because our thoughts, actions, and reactions are based on what 

is in our hearts.  As people of God’s family we should desire to have a heart like God our 

Father’s heart.  When we do, God can shine His light through us so we can point others to 

Him.  People may look, act, and speak differently on the outside.  But one thing is exactly 

the same about every person alive today.  We all need a Savior.  Without Jesus people 

will always be divided and the world can never be completely peaceful and united. 



Write a prayer to God in your notebook about the devotions this week. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that your plan from the beginning was to 

have one people to call your own.  Help me to grow in my faith that I may have a heart 

like yours, a heart that you can shine your love through so that others may see you in me.  

Help me as part of your church not to see people as separate groups but to see them as 

people who need a Savior.  Thank you Jesus for your death on the cross that brought 

Jews and Gentiles together as one new people who are set apart for your glory. 


