
 

Week 19 
 

Knowing God Better 

 

Russell liked just about everyone.  He was one of those kids that was friendly and 

got along well with others.  But there was one guy that Russell just did not like.  His 

name was Eddie.  Eddie was a loud and generally obnoxious kid.  He liked to be the 

center of attention, often bossed others around, and sometimes even made fun of the other 

kids in class.  Russell tried to avoid Eddie whenever possible.  Russell talked to his dad 

about Eddie.  Dad suggested that Russell invite Eddie to church sometime.  Russell knew 

it was a good idea, but he just didn’t want to do it.  Not even a little!  Then one day Eddie 

approached Russell and invited him to play basketball after school.  Three boys were 

meeting at Eddie’s house and they needed a fourth player.  Russell was stunned and 

didn’t know what to say.  Eddie was waiting for an answer.  To Russell’s surprise, he 

agreed to join the boys at Eddie’s to play basketball that afternoon. 

 Over the next few months Russell really got to know Eddie.  He invited Eddie to 

church like his dad suggested and after a few weeks Eddie received Jesus as his Savior.  

To Russell’s amazement Eddie loved going to church and was super excited about getting 

to know God.  Eddie began reading the Bible, praying, and memorizing God’s Word.  

Soon Eddie knew more about God than Russell did even though Russell had been a 

Christian much longer.  Russell watched as Eddie became less loud and less obnoxious.  

He stopped making fun of other kids; instead he invited them to church.  Eddie was still 

loud but he became caring, kind, merciful, and just.  What a change!  And the biggest 

change was that as Eddie grew closer to God, he became one of Russell’s very best 

friends!  Eddie encouraged Russell in his faith.  And as the two friends grew in their 

relationship with God they were able to help each grow in their faith, too. 

 

Monday: Read Ephesians 1:17.  Here Paul was telling the Ephesian believers that he was 

praying to God the Father for them.  He was specifically praying that God would give 

them wisdom and understanding from the Holy Spirit so that they would know God 

better.  Why do you think that Paul thought it was important for these believers to know 

God better?  Paul knew that as they got to know God better they would begin to see who 

He is and would learn how they could grow to be like Him.  Paul also knew that as they 

got to know God better they would begin to be able to understand God’s ways and those 

things God wanted to reveal to (show) them.  So how do we get to know God better and 

build a closer relationship with Him?  Write down any ideas you have in your notebook. 



Tuesday: Read Ephesians 1:17 again and John 17:3.  Paul knew that being a Christian 

did not stop at salvation.  That instead it was a life long process of getting to know God 

better and becoming like Jesus in every way.  So it was Paul’s passion to teach believers, 

many of whom were servants, the great truths of God that we read in the Bible books of 

Romans, Ephesians and his other letters.  Paul dedicated his life to teaching others and 

helping others understand what God had revealed to him so they too would gain a deeper 

understanding of God and His ways.  So how do we get to know our God better?  Take a 

minute to think of your closest friends.  How did you meet them?  How did you become 

good friends?  Spending time with them, talking with them often, finding out what they 

liked and sharing what you liked with them and then doing those things together?  Like 

Eddie in our story we can be excited about getting to know God!  Four things that we can 

do to know God better are reading and studying His Word, talking to Him and listening 

to Him, obeying Him, and memorizing bible verses.  How do you think these things can 

help us get to know God better? 

 

Wednesday: When you hear the word wisdom, what do you think of?  In Ephesians 1:17 

Paul tells his readers that he is praying that God would give them wisdom and 

understanding.  So let’s look at wisdom.  Why do you think wisdom is so important?  

Read 1 Kings 3:4-15.  In this passage Solomon was called by God to do a big job.  He 

was young and he knew that he needed help in knowing how to be a good King.  He 

knew he could not do the job he had been given without God’s help.  And so when God 

told him to ask for anything, he asked God for wisdom.  He asked God to give him a 

heart that understands.  He asked God to help him know right from wrong so he could 

judge the people rightly and fairly.  Because Solomon asked for this very important gift, 

God blessed him with it and Solomon became a successful and prosperous king.  Like 

Solomon, God has called each of us.  But we can not figure everything out on our own.  

We need help!  We can use Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 1:17 asking God to give us “a 

spirit of wisdom and understanding.”  As we seek to know God better, God has all the 

answers we need, and they’re not as far from us as we may think.  In one moment, God 

can help us clearly see the things He wants us to know and understand. 

 

Thursday: Can you think of a time when you read something in the Bible that you did 

not understand completely or maybe not at all?  Then suddenly one day while you were 

reading, it jumped off the pages in front of you.  You understood it!  Read 2 Timothy 

3:16.  God often speaks to us through His Word, the Bible.  As we read, study, and 

memorize God’s Word to know Him better, the Holy Spirit helps us understand God and 

what God wants us to know.  We need to pray like Paul did that God will help us to 

understand what He is revealing to us in His Word, because when He does we see how 

awesome God really is! 



Friday: Getting to know God is not something that will happen overnight.  If God were 

to show us everything about Himself all at once we could never comprehend and process 

it all.  We need the help of the Holy Spirit to give us wisdom and understanding as God 

reveals Himself to us bit by bit.  Write out a prayer to God about the devotions this week. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, I want to know you better.  I need both the wisdom and 

understanding that only you can give to me to know and understand the great truths you 

want to reveal me.  Help me to have a deeper understanding of you and your ways as I 

read and study your word, memorize it, and talk and listen to you in prayer.  I know that 

it will take time to get to know you.  Help me to make time to meet with you each day. 


