
 

Week 18 
 

A Deeper Look 

 

Andrew’s Language Arts class has been given a new assignment.  Each student is 

assigned to write a paper about his or her hero.  As Andrew and his friends talk about the 

assignment at lunch, it seems most of the kids in his class want to either write about a 

sports star or a popular music performer.  Sure, these are people that seem to have it all.  

Everyone knows their name, they have lots of money, and they are really good at what 

they do.  But does that make them heroes?  Many of them have been on the news because 

they have gotten into some sort of trouble.  Andrew is pretty sure they are not the kind of 

people his parents would consider real heroes.  When Andrew thinks of a hero, he thinks 

of David, of Daniel, of Joshua, and even Esther, the heroes of the Bible that he has 

learned about in his class at church.  He thinks of police officers, firemen, doctors, and 

those that serve others.  As Andrew and his best friend walk home from school that day, 

his friend asks who he is going to write about.  Andrew has an opportunity to live out his 

faith by telling his friend about the heroes of the Bible.  He is pretty sure his friend will 

find what he thinks humorous.  But Andrew doesn’t care if his friend laughs at him.  He 

loves both Jesus and his friend too much to miss this opportunity. 

 

Monday: Read Ephesians 1:15-16.  What does Paul say he has heard about the Ephesian 

believers?  First, he had heard of their faith.  What is faith?  Hebrews 11:1 tells us that 

“Faith is being sure of what we hope for.  It is being sure of what we do not see.”  The 

Ephesian believers had received Jesus as their Savior by faith just as we have.  But if we 

take a deeper look we’ll see that the faith that Paul has heard about is more than just 

believing in Jesus and trusting Him as their Savior.  The faith of these believers was also 

active.  They were living out their faith.  They trusted in what God had already done and 

what He would do in the future.  In other words, the Ephesians did not just receive 

Salvation and sit back and rest, instead they were moved to action because of their belief 

and trust in God.  Has receiving Jesus as your Savior moved you to live out your faith (do 

something about it) in response to what God has done for you? 

 



Tuesday: Living out faith means that our Salvation is followed with actions that are 

proper according to what we believe.  Read James 2:17.  So while faith is the ability to 

believe, it also must be acted on for it to come alive.  James in talking about faith says, 

“If it doesn’t cause us to do something, it’s dead.”  He means that if our faith does not 

move us to action in response to what God has done for us, that even though we believe 

our faith is unproductive.  Can you think of any examples in the Bible of people moving 

in faith?  Write them in your notebook.  Read Matthew 14:29.  Peter first had to get out 

of the boat in faith, and then he walked on water.  In Matthew 16:13-20 we read that 

Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  For Peter stepping out 

in faith helped to bring him to the truth that Jesus was the messiah!  What are some ways 

that you are living out your faith or can live out your faith in your life?  Write them down 

in your notebook. 

 

Wednesday: Read Ephesians 1:15-16.  Secondly, Paul had heard about the Ephesian 

church’s love for all God’s people.  The faith of the Ephesian believers was closely 

linked to their love for all God’s people.  But the love of the Ephesian believers was not 

just warm and fuzzy feelings towards others.  When we take a deeper look we see that 

they had put their love into action.  When you think of love, what do you think of?  Read 

1 John 3:18.  When we are able to put our love into action, then it will truly be love.  Can 

you think of anyone in the Bible who put their love into action?  (Joseph who forgave his 

brothers in Egypt, David and Jonathan who were best friends, David keeping his promise 

to Jonathan and caring for Mephibosheth, Jesus dying on the cross for mankind, and the 

early church sharing and helping each other are a few examples.)  How can you put your 

love into action? 

 

Thursday: Today let’s look deeper at the early church.  Read Acts 2:24-47.  What is 

truly marvelous about this first community of believers is that they did not “go to 

church,” instead they were the church!  We read in the book of Acts that these 

Christians shared with those who had need, they ate with one another in different homes 

with gladness and were sincere, they devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles, 

and were of one mind in their beliefs.  These early believers were a family.  And did you 

know they were a multi-ethnic family?  Their common identity in Christ was more 

important to them than cultural (beliefs and traditions of a group of people) and racial 

(inherited physical and cultural traits of a group of people) differences!  These believers 

were able to put aside differences in heritage, traditions, where they were from, what 

foods they liked to eat, and skin color to be the very first church.  How awesome is that!  

And so these early Christians by their faith and love moved into action to be the people 

God intended them to be and to do the work God planned for them to do.  What do you 

think today’s church could learn from the early church we read about in Acts? 

 

Friday: After taking a bit of a deeper look this week you may still be wondering about 

how you can live out faith and love in your own life.  The great thing is that you don’t 

have to figure it out on our own.  The Bible provides examples of people who did just 

that and you can learn from them.  You also have the Holy Spirit to help you along the 

way to show you what God would have you do.  Write out a prayer to God about the 

devotions this week. 



 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, thank you for all the examples in your word of people who 

lived out faith and love in their lives.  Thank you that I can learn from them.  I thank you 

also for the Holy Spirit who will help me along the way to be the person you created me 

to be and to do the work that you planned for me to do.  Even though I am still young you 

can use me for your glory and that is awesome! 


