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H aving lived almost ¾ of a centu-

ry I have experienced some scary 

things!  Maybe being that old is scary 

in itself, but the big hitters that gave 

me fear were events like: the grade 

school bully, moving to high school, 
asking a girl for a dance in music 

class, fear of having polio as a young 

teen, getting accepted at a college, and 

not flunking out!  That is the short list 

of scary things, but they were tempo-

rary situations that with a little time 
would resolve themselves. 

 

Some of the more lasting scary events 

were: getting married, having children, 

raising the kids, a good job, buying a 

house, and stuff like that.   

 

But the scariest thing I had to deal 

with was the discovery that this life 

was temporary, and where I would 
spend eternity.   

 

Life was going great, on a worldly 

measurement scale for me.  I couldn’t 

ask for much of anything else.  Good 

family, job, involved in a church, and 

lived in a nice community. Life seemed 
to be on track for a lifetime of success. 

Then at work I met a guy who became 

a good friend.  He always talked about 

church and we would have great dis-
cussions about the Bible.  The discus-

sions were technical and not in a spir-

itual nature. After a while, my friend 

and I were walking at lunch time, and 

he asked me this out-of-the-blue ques-

tion: “if you were to die today would 
you go to heaven?”  I was taken back. I 

had shared with him that I was active 

in the church holding a number of of-

fices, and treated my family well, and 

all that boiler-plate type of justifying 
statements that meant that I couldn’t 

definitely say, “yes!” 

Charlie (my friend) 

shared the simple gos-

pel of confessing my 
sins, repenting, and 

asking Christ to be 

my Savior.  I was tak-

en back at the sim-

plicity of eternal life. 

After a few clarifying questions. I 
bowed my head and prayed the prayer 

of salvation right in the middle of the 

street we were walking on. It was a life

-changing experience, and my life 

would never be the same.  I am ever 
grateful to Charlie for asking me that 

eternal question. 

 

I began to think about others, like 

Susie (my wife).  Did she know?  This 

gets me to the scariest day of my life.  

How do I ask her?  Satan was placing 

doubt and fear into my thoughts.  
Weeks passed, and I couldn’t get it 

done.  I looked for the right Bible vers-

es, maybe a “4 Spiritual Laws” pam-

phlet.  But finally, it just came down 

to sharing with her what happened to 
me, and asking her if she was “saved.”  

After all the fear, Susie shared that 

she accepted Christ at a youth retreat 

where she asked the Pastor what it 

meant to be saved! WOW!  What was I 

so scared about?   

 

I would venture to say that witnessing 

is scary to many of you as well.  I have 

no easy 12-step program for you to 

take, or class for you to do.  What 

sums it all up in a nutshell is the Nike 

advertisement “Just Do It!” It is not 

about the words or the timing, it is all 

about the ability to surrender to the 

power of the Holy Spirit and let Him 

guide you through the process.  He 

has the right words, and perfect tim-

ing. Sounds too easy?  Well it isn’t, it 

Reflections… 

Scariest Day of My Life 

 ~~Pastor Andy 

Continued on Page 4 
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Senior Saints -  Hank & Audrey Ott 

~~Julie Palmer, Back Porch Reporter 

O nce upon a time about 1947, after 
WWII, there was a 17 year old girl 

from Etna named Audrey.  Her Sunday 
school teacher introduced her to her future 
husband, Hank.  Hank had been home a 
short time from the war serving his country 
in the Navy on a submarine out in the Pa-
cific. 
 
Audrey and Hank double-dated with her 
Sunday school teacher and his wife for 
their first date out to dinner.  “On one of 
our first dates,” Audrey recalls, “we went to 
West View Amusement Park.  We were on 
the dips (roller coaster), and I was noticing 
other couples on the ride and the fellows 
had their arms around their girls’ shoul-
ders.  I looked at Hank and he was holding 
on for dear life.”  He said, “Every man for 
himself. Such a laugh that was!” 
 
I asked Audrey what attracted her to Hank.  
She thought for a moment and said, “Well, 
we got along very well, he didn’t drink or 
smoke, and he was very good to his par-
ents.” 
 
After about a year, they were on a date in 
Pittsburgh, and Hank popped the question 
of marriage. I asked her if she knew it was 
coming.  She said, “No, I didn’t, it was a 
surprise.”  I asked, did you tell him “yes” 
right away, or make him wait?  She said, “I 
don’t remember.”  In the background, Hank 
had been listening because she had me on 
speaker phone, and he shouted out “she 
said yes right away!”  Audrey told me, “I fell 
in love with this man 68 years ago, and I’m 
still in love with the same man.”   

 
They got married and moved into a second-
story apartment in Cabbage Hill that was 
owned by a friend of theirs. Audrey worked 
for US Steel for three years as did her dad 
and her granddad. Hank worked as a 
streetcar operator on the North Side for 
eight years before going to work for US 
Steel.  He worked in the research lab for 27 
years and retired. 

The two of them had a little antique busi-
ness buying and selling for 35 years.  They 
rented a spot in a shop in Wexford.  They 
really loved the people they would meet and 
the places antiquing would take them.   
 
Audrey quit her job to raise their two 
daughters, Leslie, now 62, and Jody 65. 

 
The four Otts started attending ACAC in 
1968 when Dr. Frasier was the Pastor.  
They all became Christians at this church.  
Audrey and Jody accepted an altar call 
from Dr. Frazier together.  Leslie accepted 
God’s free gift of salvation before the rest of 
the family.  A week or so after Audrey and 
Jody accepted Christ, Hank accepted the 
gift also.   
 
Audrey and Hank joined a cell group that 
had young and old members.  Audrey said 
it was wonderful to study the Lord’s Word 
with the young and the old. 
 
She used to go out knocking door-to-door 
on the North Side with some of the young 
men from the group, and they would share 
the Lord with the people who would open 
the door to them.   

 
Audrey told me of the club they had at 
church, called the Putt Putt Club.  They 
played games, miniature golf, and had 
great picnics.  She wonders if any of those 
members are still around.   
 

The Otts left ACAC 13 years ago when 
Audrey got sick.  They moved to a Christian 
retirement home in Delaware, Ohio to be 
close to their daughter, Jody.   
 

When Jody moved to North Carolina three 
years ago, they moved, too.  They are both 
doing pretty well, but need walkers to get 
around.  Audrey is now 78, and Hank is 
92.  Their other daughter, Leslie, is still 
working and lives in Mentor, Ohio. 
 

 
Continued on Page 3 
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Recipe of the Month - Garlic, Lemon Shrimp ~~Julie Palmer 

 
Audrey sang in the choir here for many years, and Hank served as an Elder for a few years.  I 
asked her what her favorite hymn was.  Her memory was a little slow, and then she said, “The 
Old Rugged Cross*.”  I said, “let’s sing a little of it, Audrey.” She giggled and said, “Okay,” and 
then she started:  
  
   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

2 pounds large shrimp, peeled and deveined 
1 teaspoon kosher salt 

1 teaspoon cracked black pepper 
6 tablespoons unsalted butter, divided 
4 cloves garlic, minced 
3/4 cup fresh lemon juice 

1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley, divided 
 
Prepare ingredients before you begin cooking.   

Do not skip this step. 
 
In a large skillet over medium-high heat, melt 2 tablespoons butter.  Add garlic to skillet 
and cook about 1 minute.  Add shrimp, salt and pepper.  Cook for 1 minute without 
stirring.  Continue cooking until shrimp begin turning pink (about 2-3 minutes).  Re-
move shrimp from pan and set aside in a bowl.  (They will be returned to the skillet to 
continue cooking). 
Add lemon juice to skillet and bring to a boil.  Reduce to simmer and cook until liquid is 
reduced by half.  Add remaining butter and cook until melted.  Add 1/2 of parsley.  Stir 
to combine.  Add shrimp back into the pan.  Stir to combine.  Cook until shrimp are 
opaque, about 2-3- minutes stirring occasionally.  Top with remaining parsley and serve 
with a lemon wedge if desired. 

 
Serve over pasta or steamed vegetables and enjoy! 

“On a hill far away stood an old  
rugged cross, the emblem of suf-
fering and pain, and I love that 
old cross where the dearest and 
best for a world of lost sinners 
was slain.”  I joined in and it 
was a special moment for me to 
sing that old hymn with her:  
 

“So, I’ll cherish the old rugged 
cross, till my trophies at last I 
lay down.  I will cling to the old 
rugged cross and exchange it 
some day for a crown.” 

 
*George Bennard, 1913  

© Public Domain 

Audrey says, “Tell everyone we are still 
Steeler fans and you are attending the 
greatest church in the world, ACAC!” 

Senior Saints (Continued from page 2) 
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is hard to surrender and let the Holy Spirit take charge. I don’t have the personal power to lead anyone 

to the Lord!  Only Christ’s spirit in me allows this to happen.  If the request is rejected, it is not me be-

ing rejected it is a rejection of Christ!   
 

To be perfectly honest, when I have an opportunity to witness for Christ it is still scary for me.  I worry 
and wonder how it is going to turn out.  But do I have a choice if I am convicted by the Spirit to share 

Christ not to do it?  Work your way through the stage fright and “Just Do It.”  To me it is never going to 

be “easy” to share Christ.  I remember that if Charlie didn’t share Christ with me, maybe I would still be 

in the world.  Remember that we are commanded to share the Gospel of Christ with the world.  Here are 

just few samples of our directive to share Christ: 

 
Matthew 28:19  

 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

 name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Mark 16:15-16  

 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 

 creation. "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but 

 he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.” 
 

Acts 1:8  

 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

 you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

 and even to the remotest part of the earth."  
 

Acts 2:39  

 "For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, 

 as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself."  

So pray for the Spirit to empower you to witness.  Remember the story of Phillip in Acts when he was in 

the desert he “came across” a eunuch and shared Christ with him.  The Spirit of God came and gave 

him everything he needed and the man was saved.  If we do our part to witness, God will always do His 
part to give us the time and words to share.   

 

Please, if you have fear of witnessing let someone know who you trust to pray and support you in this 

important Kingdom work.  

Reflections (Continued from page 1) 

T he Hebrew classroom at Moody Bible Insti-

tute in Chicago was the place where Laird 
and Dorothy Kroh first met. I saw Dorothy and 

thought, “This is the girl for me,” Laird said. Dor-

othy was impressed that this WWII Navy veteran 

offered to help her with language studies. 
 

And that love at first sight culminated in their 

marriage on August 10, 1947, less than a year 

after their first date.  It was at the end of the 
school year, and Laird was offered a mission to 

pastor. 
 

They were walking along Lake Michigan and had 

come to the end of the pier. “It was there I asked 

her to be my wife,” he said. One might call him a 

romantic as he presented Dorothy with a red rose 

corsage that first Valentine’s Day and together 

they prepared dinner. 

Together they also look for-

ward to another chance to 
say, “I love you” as they an-

ticipate their 70th wedding 

anniversary. 
 

Rev. Kroh and Dorothy 

moved to Concordia at Cabot 

Haven ll in 2014, on the rec-

ommendation of his brother. 
They have two sons, Laird, 

Jr., and Rev. Stephen, one daughter named Joan-

na, five grandchildren and nine great-

grandchildren. 
 

Happy 70th Anniversary! 
 

May God continue to bless you  

with many more anniversaries. 

70 Years Together 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/28/19
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Mark/16/15
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Acts/1/8
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Acts/2/39


Page 5 of 8 

The Cotters and Samaritan’s Purse 
~~Karen Cotter 

A s many of you know, my 

husband Rick has been in-

volved with the Russia Mission 
Partnership between the Western 

PA C&MA and some Russian 

churches. They worked to reha-

bilitate a former KGB camp that 

had been left to fall apart and it 

now serves as a Christian camp.  
The partnership was set for five 

years which ended last May.  

During this time, Rick went to 

Russia 11 times to either plan 

the trips that would happen or to 
lead a team of people. Many 

times I heard the question, “Are 

you going with him?”  My answer 

was always no – that I am the 

sender.  There were a few rea-

sons that I felt uncomfortable 
going.  The first is that I have to 

eat gluten free because I have 

celiac disease and when you 

can’t read the labels or converse 

with the people who are prepar-
ing the food, it is very challeng-

ing to be comfortable with what 

you are eating. The second rea-

son was I knew Rick would be 

concerned about me and that 

would take his focus off of what 
he needed to do while he was 

there.   

 

Last year our good friends, Jeff 

and Cheryl Bradbury, moved to 

North Carolina where Jeff took a 

position with Samaritan’s Purse 

(SP).  His job is to drive a 
semi filled with tools 

and supplies to 

disaster sites.  

While he is de-

ployed, he is 
responsible for 

keeping all the 

tools in working 

order for all the vol-

unteers.  When SP  

deploys to a disaster site, 
there are few paid people work-

ing there, usually only three.  

The rest of the work is done by 

the volunteers who show up 

from all over the country.  As we 
learned more about these oppor-

tunities, we knew that we want-

ed to try it out. 

 

Our first deployment was to 

Lewisburg, WV in July where 
there had been major flooding.  

We arrived at the very end of the 

deployment so we only worked 

on two houses there.  Our job 

was to “mud out” the houses 

which basically means that you 
take everything out from where 

the flood waters were in the 

house – all the flooring, wall-

board or plaster, and insulation.  

There is often mold and mildew 
in the houses so you have to 

wear masks and gloves.  That 

makes for one hot job when it is 

in the middle of July!  Because it 

was the end of the deployment, 

we helped with cleaning out all 
the tools from the rental vans 

and preparing them to be put 

away on the truck so that the 

semi could go back to North Car-

olina.  

  

When you go as a volunteer, you 

take your own bedding and tow-
els but SP has a place for you to 

sleep and provides your food.  

Typically the space is in a large 

church where there are dorm 

rooms for each sex, hopefully 
decent bathrooms, and even 

more hopefully a decent kitchen.  

Many churches will have the 

space for people but won’t 

have showers so SP 

brings in a shower 
trailer that has 

seven showers 

in it for us to 

use.  If the 

kitchen is inad-
equate or non-

existent, they haul 

in a kitchen trailer.   

Wake-up is at 6am with 
breakfast at 6:30am, followed by 

devotions.  If there are any new 

people working that day, they sit 

and watch an orientation film.  

Otherwise, you are assigned to a 

team and told where you are go-

ing. Before or after breakfast, 

you pack your lunch from the 

ingredients put out for that pur-
pose.  You work all day or until 

the jobs are finished.  When you 

get back to the church, you take 

turns taking showers and help to 

get the dinner out on the tables.  

Dinner is at 6pm followed by a 
time of sharing how God worked 

that day on your teams.  Every-

one works together to clean up 

after dinner and do the chores 

that need done around the 
church to keep it decent.  The 

evenings are free so people will 

sit around the tables and play 

games or get to know others 

from around the country.  It can 

also be used as down time be-
cause it is pretty tiring work! 

 

Our second deployment was 

near Baton Rouge, LA after the 

flooding in that region.  I spent a 

few days working around the site  

helping in the kitchen, cleaning 
the showers, and doing the laun-

dry that needed done. Then I 

went out and did a few mud-outs 

also.  One of them was a modu-

lar home that had more staples 

and nails than Carters has pills!  
All of them have to be removed 

because when the rebuild crew 

comes in to help them put up 

new drywall, there can’t be any 

obstructions.  After we are done 

getting everything out of the 
house, the house is sprayed with 

Shock Wave which prohibits the 

growth of any mold or mildew.  

They have to let that dry for 30 

days before they can put up any 
drywall. 

 

Our third deployment was to 

Bluffton, SC.  I drove down a 

week earlier and worked in the 

kitchen trailer with Cheryl.  Rick 

came the following week by plane 

because he didn’t have any vaca-
tion time left to use.  This project 

was different in that the disaster 

was a hurricane.  The main jobs 

there were cutting up trees that 

Continued on page 6 
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   Be a Doer 

S usie and I just returned from the an-

nual Legacy Builder’s conference in 

Sugar Creek, Ohio and I had time to do 
some people-watching and listening.  For 

example, some of the people who attend 

each year are creatures of habit, they sit 

with the same people, hang out with the 

same people and play game with the same 

people each year. Others kick back and let 
their hair down and have fellowship with 

new people, as well as rekindle older rela-

tionships.  It got me to think about how I 

use my time. 
 

In a week, what is the percentage of time I 

spend with God, His Word, in prayer, in 
worship and thanksgiving for having saved 

me?  How much time serving me?  Minis-

try? Entertainment? And all the other 

things that occur in a week?  So, I am 

challenging myself to be a better steward 
of my time, and to be deliberate about ac-

tivities in my week.  What’s the point?  It 

is the haunting scripture of Jesus in Mat-

thew 25 and the parable of the servant his 

master entrusted with his money.  I want 

to be ready for that last exam and knock 
the ball out of the park and hear Him say, 

“well done good and faithful servant.” 
 

It was great to get away and spend time 

worshipping, fellowshipping and studying 

with the senior saints.  Their battle scars 

are worn proudly as soldiers of the Cross.  
So many inspiring stories and memories 

are shared.  And the exciting thing is that 

they still have an agenda of serving God 

for many years to come!   
 

So many of the people I talked with shared 

that retirement from the church was not 
even a thought, they still wanted to serve 

in meaningful ways.  This was illustrated 

as the baton was tossed from leadership of 

the Legacy Builders, (the leaving person 

going to serve in Atlanta as an in-states 
missionary to a huge immigrant popula-

tion living there), and the new leader is 

looking forward to serving in the district 

with the leading of the Legacy Builders! 

 

May I challenge you to be a doer and not 

just a hearer of the Word?  What does God 

have for you to do?  Listen to Him speak to 
you, make time to listen and petition for 

His leading.   

 

Blanchards 

Praise & Prayer 
 

Agape International Missions (AIM) has a goal in 2017 to 

build a new elementary school building. We are still in need 

of a lot of funding to make this happen. We currently have 
136 students enrolled in this school grades 1 to 5 and over 

50 staff members, and if expanded to the new building we 

would be able to increase to around 1400 students. Please 

pray that this can be the year that enough funds are raised 

to build this much needed school building. 

 

Please pray for C&MA and marketplace ministries as Febru-

ary was a very difficult month with two members getting in-
to vehicle accidents, one of them being hospitalized for sev-

eral days. Also, the member care associate, Phil Skellie 

passed away suddenly from a heart attack on February 22. 

Josh and I are deeply saddened by his passing and will miss 

his intentional and consistent input into our ministry here.  

 

Pray with us as Josh interviews potential media interns for 
this upcoming year. 

Cotters and SP (Continued from page 5) 

 

had fallen and tarping roofs so there wouldn’t be further 

damage to the houses. 

 
SP also recently worked in Gatlinburg, TN because of the 

fires there.  Each kind of disaster brings different jobs to do 
and  different heartaches for the homeowners. SP is very 

focused on spreading the news of Jesus while you are there.  

There are chaplains from the Billy Graham Association who 

go to every jobsite and talk with the homeowners.  When we 

have completed the job, the team members present a Bible 

to the homeowners that all the team members have signed 
and written a scripture or word of encouragement.  It is 

devastating to drive around the community and see all of 

the people’s belongings out on the curb waiting to be picked 

up.  Some of them don’t have insurance and don’t know 

where they will live or how they will rebuild.   

 

For Rick and me, this has been a wonderful, enriching ex-

perience that we can share together.  Whether it is sharing 

with the homeowner or talking 

with the volunteer who is 

working beside you, there are 

opportunities to see God at 

work and to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus.  We don’t know 

when or where we will go 

again, but we know that for 

now, this is what God wants us 

to do. 
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A  big, heartfelt thanks to... 

those of you who were able to make it to our update night.  We were so encouraged by your at-

tendance and could tangibly feel your support of the ministry we are all involved with in Cambodia.  

Also, it has been really special to meet, pray, eat and laugh with many of you and our hearts are so 

full reconnecting in such special ways. Praise God for the Body of Christ that strengthens and en-

courages its members!  

 

A New Initiative:  ELPIS Media Team 
 

Back in April's newsletter, we shared with you the Scripture in Romans 5:2-5 about a hope-filled cer-

tainty that comes only through Christ. Through prayer and meditation on this Scripture, God has giv-

en us a vision for a new initiative within AIM. With Facebook and Internet spreading far throughout 

the world, we have a unique opportunity to use this platform as a tool for preventing Sex-trafficking 

through awareness campaigns. We will target Facebook, TV and Radio and seek to educate Cambodi-

ans all across the country about the red flags, risks and dangers of trafficking.  

 

Praise God, AIM's leadership is excited for this opportunity, and as we return to Cambodia we will be 

working toward making this a reality. In order to build a Media Team, we need additional resources 

(Camera and Media equip-

ment). As such, we are seeking 

to raise $10,000 during our 

time here in the U.S. 

 

Praise God that He has been at 

work in the hearts of our part-

ners and we already have 

raised $3,200 of our $10,000 

goal  AND, one partner has 

pledged that for every dollar 

donated, they will match dol-

lar for dollar up to $6,000 -

 so that means that our cur-

rent status is $6,400! We are 

IN AWE of what God is doing 

right in front of our eyes and 

we are so excited. 

 

If you are interested in giving 

toward the ELPIS Team Fund, 

you can do so through the 

Christian & Missionary Alli-

ance.  Under ‘Give to interna-

tional workers and special projects,’ write the amount and in the box below write ‘mm/Blanchards.’ 

This is the same method in which people give to us personally for our support, so in order for us to 
designate the funds properly, please also e-mail us with your name and the amount you sent for the 
ELPIS Team.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to e-mail us at: 

Blanchardsonmission@icloud.com 

THANK - YOU ! 
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55+ Newsletter Birthdays 

Happy Birthday! 
 

07-04-1932 Don Peters 
07-08-1937 Barb Smith 
07-10-1928 Norma Davoli 
07-13-1937 Dick Boyd 
07-25-1936 Lois Volstad 
07-29-1936 Sally Turnbull 
 
08-08-xxxx Gordon Conner 
08-10-1931 Elsa Reynaga 
 
09-04-1935 Carlton Campbell 
09-12-1933 Mike Gasiorowski 
09-21-1914 Grace Scheetz 
09-22-1936 Annie Carter 
09-29-1931 Ruth Beatty 
09-29-1935 Don Shell 
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Happy Anniversary! 
          08-10-1947 Laird & Dorothy Kroh 
  07-03-1964 Jay & Margo Troutman    08-16-1962 Dave & Charlene Reckless 
  07-05-1955 Ernest & Ninfa Coker     
  07-11-1965 Alan & Diana Williams    09-02-1967 Dennis & Lalla Smalley 
  07-20-1957 George & Ginger Furman   09-11-1965 Dick & Sally Boyd  
          09-20-1958 Jerry & Jan Ward 

Anniversaries 


