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 “A Legacy of Loss?”  

 

When I was a young boy in 1974, my parents took our family to visit Vietnam.  My dad had 

grown up there as a missionary kid.  The war was still going on but was isolated in the Northern 

part of the county.  We visited a town called Bometuit.  In it was a historic Christian and 

Missionary Alliance missionary compound – kind of a beach head to the ministries that were 

taking place in the highlands. For those here who are new to the C&MA, it is a world-wide 

family of churches, of which ACAC is a part. The C&MA first began planting churches in Vietnam 

in 1911.  Now that visit was etched in my memory for two reasons:  

1. While I was there I suffered a serious injury while jumping on a bed with a tribal cross-

bow arrow in my mouth.  But I’ll tell that story another time.  

2. The second reason it’s etched is that shortly after arriving, I remember walking with my 

dad to the back of the compound to visit the gravesite of six missionaries who had died 

there six years earlier.  Even as a young child, I remember the reverence I felt. That’s the 

story I want to tell you and it’s not an easy story to tell or hear.      

 

The year was January of 1968 and the Vietnam Conflict continued to escalate.  However, there 

was a planned ceasefire leading up to the week-long January New Year’s holiday. They called 

the ceasefire to allow the Vietnamese people, both north and south, the space to celebrate 

with their families.  You may have read about it in history class.  If you had, you would 

remember that the North Vietnamese and their Viet Kong allies broke that ceasefire and 

attacked over 100 towns and cities across South Vietnam, in what came to be known as the Tet 

offensive.   

 

 

 



SLIDE 1 - C&MA Compound 

One of the towns that was attacked was that town called Bometuit, the home of this strategic 

missionary compound. Although it was during the holidays, there were 7 US missionaries and 

one visitor still on site. 

 

Now remember, this was the New Year’s holiday and fireworks were going off all around the 

town just like every year. Yet, in the midst of all those fireworks, our C&MA missionaries began 

to hear the familiar boom of shells landing nearby and the bursts of machine-gun fire. 

 

SLIDE 2 – Bombed C&MA Compound 

 

At 3:30 a.m. a shell landed on one of the mission houses killing Leon Griswold.  

 

SLIDE 3 – Leon & Carolyn Griswold 

 

He was the visitor. He was the father of his missionary daughter, Carolyn. She was a linguist and 

teacher. (You see, since the beginning, the C&MA has been very serious about learning the 

language of the people to which we go and work.) That was Carolyn Griswold’s specialty... The 

shell that killed her dad, mortally wounding Carolyn. By the time she was found in the rubble of 

her house, she had become very weak. She went to be with Jesus 3 days later in a military 

hospital.   

 

Slide 4 - Bob & Marie Ziemer 

Slide 5 – Ed & Ruth Thompson 

 

Bob and Marie Ziemer and Ed & Ruth Thomson, both C&MA missionaries, also lived on the 

compound.  When the attack started Bob and Ed ran out to the garbage pit in the back of the 

property and with shovels they cleared out a make-shift bunker into which the remaining 

missionaries could take shelter. The two couples took shelter in the pit and waited… 



[Both couples worked in Bible translation and they taught in the near-by Bible school, training 

Vietnamese pastors. You see, that’s what the C&MA does.  In whatever country we work, we 

establish indigenous churches, we train pastors and plant churches and then, we set them loose 

as soon as they can support themselves and multiply on their own. The C&MA has done or is 

doing that in 70 countries.]  

 

So the two couples were in the bunker, there at the back of the property, as the Viet Kong 

began spilling onto the edges of the compound.  

 

SLIDE 6 - Betty Olsen & Ruth Wilting  

 

Across the street lived two single missionary nurses, Ruth Wilting and Betty Olson. In the 

middle of the fighting they ran from their house and darted across the road to the compound. 

Betty Olson was captured by the Viet Kong as she ran across the road, Ruth dodged capture but 

was struck by a bullet as she approached the bunker where the others were hiding. Her body 

fell into the bunker. Betty Olson lived for 10 months in a prison camp deep in the jungle. She 

died that following November after her captives poisoned her food. A fellow prisoner who 

survived the ordeal told Betty’s story.  

 

[Both Ruth and Betty were devoted to sharing the gospel and the love of Jesus to the Lepers of 

Vietnam. That’s always been a part of how we’ve done missions. It’s difficult to minister to the 

spiritual needs of people without addressing their physical needs.]    

 

Back in the Bunker, knowing that someone would needed to do something, Bob Ziemer took 

off his white shirt, climbed out of the bunker waving that shirt yelling, “we are non-political, we 

are missionaries.” A Viet Kong soldier shot him and he died.  

 

A soldier then tossed a grenade into their hiding place.  

 



Ed and Ruth Thompson were mortally wounded by the blast. In a last act of love Ed, managed 

to climb on top of his wife to shelter her from what he knew was to come. A soldier stood at 

the edge of the bunker and fired his machine gun into their hiding place. Both Ed and Ruth died 

there, but Marie, even with 18 shrapnel wounds and burst eardrums from the grenade, 

managed to survive. She was taken prisoner but was later left along the roadside as the Viet 

Kong soldiers retreated. They thought she would die anyway. But she didn’t die. She was 

rescued and was the only survivor of that attack and within a year, still hurting from her 

wounds and broken hearted by the loss of her husband, she stood before the student body at 

Nyack College imploring them to surrender their lives to the missionary calling…   

 
Why have I told this difficult story? I’ve told you this precious story so that we can be 

confronted with a question.  

 

Why, for 130 years have Christian & Missionary Alliance men and women, often with their 

children, left loved ones and the security of their home countries to devote their lives to 

preaching the Gospel and planting churches in far-away places, some at the cost of their 

lives?  

 

With all the needs around us, right here in the USA, why are perfectly sane people going to live 

and work in some of the hardest places on the planet? Places like Iraq, the Syrian Border, North 

Africa, Southern Turkey, Islamic Central Asia, Mongolia (have you seen Mongolia in the winter?)  

Why do we do it? 

 

As the Christian and Missionary Alliance family of Churches, why do we support over 700 

missionaries in 70 countries? Why do we plant churches? Why do we live and die for this 

cause? Why do we take such risks? 

 

 

 

 



SLIDE 7 – Margaret  &  A.B. Simpson 

Well, seeds of this denomination of ours began to take root in the late 1880’s when A.B. 

Simpson, the pastor in a wealthy and prestigious Manhattan church began seeing the influx of 

refugees and immigrants from southern Europe. He would preach to his upper-class church 

people on Sunday morning and would then go down to the docks and preach to the Italian 

dock-workers and their families during the week. And guess what happened?  Those dock-

workers started coming to church on Sunday – and there’s one thing good clean Christians 

don’t like on Sunday morning – it’s sharing their church with dirty Italian and Irish dock 

workers…   

 

It wasn’t long before Simpson left that ministry and opened the NYC Gospel Tabernacle. It 

quickly filled up with immigrants and refugees and like-minded Christians with a heart for the 

nations.  

 

Finally, in 1884, the C&MA sent their first missionaries. They sent four men to the mouth of the 

Congo river in West Africa, where one died within a week of arriving. Two more would return 

home defeated within the first months. But one man stayed, and a mission station was 

established and churches were planted.  Today there are more than 2 million C&MA Christians 

in the Congo.  

 

The next wave of Alliance missionaries went to China, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. Many 

would die during their years of ministry. The next wave went to Argentina, Chili and Ecuador 

and then all over South and Central America. Today, along with Peru, Brazil and Columbia there 

are hundreds of C&MA churches, and they are now sending missionaries around the World. Did 

you know that the Philippines has 3,000 C&MA churches, that’s 1,000 more churches than we 

have here in the US? And Vietnam – the country I visited as a child, now has a C&MA church 

family four times larger than we have here in the US. In fact, there are 70 countries around the 

world where Churches are being or have been planted and who are now growing and 

multiplying on their own.       



 

Why are we so passionate about missions? Why are we so willing, year after year to send young 

families into fray? Why is our focus on the nations our primary distinctive as a denomination? 

Here are some answers. First, it’s biblical.  Like A.B. Simpson 130 years ago, we are confronted 

with a crystal clear mandate in the Bible.   

 

As a church and a denomination we believe that the Bible is true, and we try to do what it says.  

And the Bible speaks, from the Old Testament to the New with one voice. And that voice is 

calling God’s people to take the Gospel to those who have not heard. Watch this video: 

 

Video: GO  

 

When you watch the final days of Jesus life on earth you saw a growing intensity in his ministry 

and that intensity narrowed to a single message - to take the Gospel to a lost world.  

 

Just before His death on the cross, the disciples asked Jesus about what will happen at the end 

of days.  Jesus described what would happen but He ends with a crescendo in this statement in 

Matthew 24:9-14.  

 

“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all 

nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and 

hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because 

of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm 

to the end will be saved. “This Gospel (good news) of the Kingdom would be preached to all 

nations (Ethne - Language groups) and then the end will come.” 

 

Optional: A reporter approached Simpson and tried to trap him with a question. When will 

Jesus return?  Matt. 24:14 

 



Then in Matthew 28:18-21, after Jesus’ resurrection, He met with his followers in Galilee on the 

mountainside– Listen to the clarity:  

 

“Then Jesus came to them and said: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Therefore, go (as you are going) 

 make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you and surly, I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

 

And then Luke picks up the story as those disciples who heard the great commission, along with 

those who would come after them, dedicated themselves to the causes of sending and going.    

 

Luke picks up the story in Acts 1:7-9. The setting is just before Jesus ascended into heaven after 

his resurrection. There He was on the Mt. of Olives with his disciples…  They asked him? “Lord, 

are you at this time going to restore the kingdom of Israel?...  

  

7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are 

not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And 

you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout 

Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After saying this, he was taken up into a 

cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. 

 

These were the very last words he spoke to his followers before he returned to heaven, and 

ever since then FOLLOWERS OF JESUS HAVE BEEN GOING… Looking to places that have never 

heard the soul-saving message of Jesus – doing the hard work of training, learning a foreign 

language or two, adapting to a new culture, leaving family and friends, eating strange foods, 

getting paid just enough to live, for years, sometimes only seeing a few come to faith, 

sometimes risking life and limb… We often think of martyrdom as something that happened 

more in the past. 



So, the first reason we risk is because it’s biblical, it’s also eschatological. In other words, the 

job’s not done.   

 

Two weeks ago you heard some stats. According to the Joshua Project…, there are still 6,700 

distinct people groups who are still considered unreached with the Gospel. That’s over 1.8 

billion people. These groups, in most cases, haven’t even heard the name Jesus, let alone heard 

what HE did for them. They’ve never heard that “God so loved the world that he gave… 

 

For 130 years our family of churches (The C&MA), of which ACAC is a part, has been actively 

committed to taking the Gospel to the nations.   

 

So, here’s what I long for you today, Cornerstone.  Three things. 

 

1.  First, I don’t care who you are, I want you to pray for the nations. Pray that the Gospel 

would be preached in places where it’s people have never heard the message of Jesus. 

Pray for access to those places. Pray for favor and advocates in places of power. Pray for 

miracles and open doors. Pray for safety for our missionaries unless God chooses to use 

tragedy to win the lost. Pray for unity on our missionary teams and wisdom as they work 

national leaders. Pray for Godly national leaders. Pray for unlimited support for this 

cause. Pray for the emotional health of our international workers… and pray that they 

would stay long in their assignments, and pray that more young people would begin to 

hear the call of God on their lives. That’s how Jesus asked His disciples to pray in 

Matthew 9:37-38: 

 

37 He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 So pray to 

the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.” 

 

 

Pray for our 700 missionaries who, right now are in the battle…  



  

2. Second, I long that ACAC continues to be a pipeline for new full-time missionary workers 

– Going on STMs is great. But I’m talking about your young people. That they would 

experience an early call, so they can fully prepare for a lifetime on the mission field. I’ve 

got three kids who are sensing that call on their lives. In fact, three months ago we got a 

call from our daughter, who is studying nursing at Toccoa Falls Collage, down in 

Georgia… She told us that she was having a conversation with the Lord about a 

MISSIONARY calling… I’ll tell you what that means for her. I’ll tell you what that means 

for us…  

a. This is who we’re looking for?   

i. Those who are ready to do the work of preparation.  

ii. Those who are ready to be teachable. 

iii. Those who are ready to work on a team. 

iv. Those who have counted the cost. 

v. Those who are committed to long-term missionary service.    

3. Third, in the C&MA we join together to pay for this missionary effort. Through a giving 

platform called the Great Commission Fund (GCF), the 2,000 churches of the C&MA pool 

their resources to fund this global effort. People like you and me give above and beyond 

our regular church giving to pay for the cost of deploying missionaries around the world. 

(here, there and everywhere). 

 

 So let me give you an example of how we, as a Christian & Missionary Alliance Church…   

As an individual church, we can’t do what I just described. But together, and together with the 

C&MA churches around the world, we can… 

 

Look, I believe Jesus is still assigning that work. Are we still the C&MA we were founded to be? I 

remember back 1998 when we are deciding where we should go. Carl McGarvey said, all the 

easy fields are taken…  

 Some of you are feeling that call to missions… 



 Some of you are saying, “Ed, if you knew how unraveled my life is right now, you 

wouldn’t be asking me to bear this burden.” I’m not shy to ask you to bear this burden.” 

There is something about cross bearing that brings order and simplicity to one’s life.” 

Yes, I’m even asking you to say “yes” to the work of telling others the Good News about 

the wonderful grace of God… 

 Isaiah 6   

    

CALL TO COMMITMENT!!!" 


