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If you’ve been part of ACAC for a few years or more, you know I occasionally like to remind you…  
 
1.  One reason we can be confident the Bible is God’s infallible revelation is the fact it’s such an honest read.   
 
If it was a publicity piece put together by morally bankrupt con men or horribly deceived fools, that 
wouldn’t be the case.  If it was an attempt to advance a false, self-serving narrative, it would be filled with 
spin. It would portray God’s followers in the best possible light by conveniently ignoring their numerous 
failings - or attempting to justify them. 
  
But the Bible doesn’t do that!  It does the opposite!  It consistently records the inconsistencies, struggles, 
and failings of God’s followers - often in raw detail.  And the Holy Spirit’s exposés aren’t limited to failings 
played out in the presence of witnesses.  They also reveal failings witnessed solely by God.   Failings that 
would otherwise remain unknown.  And they don’t stop there! 
   
2.  God’s Word often reveals the unchecked thoughts and emotions that gave birth to spiritual struggles and 
failings.   
 
Things like doubt, fear, pride, jealousy, greed, self-pity, depression, bitterness, anger, and lust.  Things 
known only by God and the believer entertaining them.  
 
Today we’re going to consider an example of the Bible’s transparency.  We’re going to look at what was 
easily the darkest moment in the life of an otherwise dynamic prophet.  His name was Elijah.  I want to 
begin by reading his anguished cry in that moment his soul touched bottom. It’s recorded in… 
 
1 Kings 19:4 - (Elijah) came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might 
die, and said, "It is enough; now, O Lord, take my life…"  I’ve titled today’s study, 
 
Title:  Remember the 7000! 
 
Elijah’s darkest hour was an intensely private moment.  Only God witnessed it.  That begs the question, 
“Why did God make such a private, painful moment a matter of public record?  It was the rare exception in 
the prophet’s life.  And Elijah put his life on the line for God!  Didn’t he deserve better than having his dirty 
laundry hung out in public!?”  
  
Obviously, God’s frank disclosure didn’t stem from a desire to embarrass His faithful servant!   That’s not 
God’s style!  Elijah’s struggle - and God’s gracious response - were disclosed for our benefit, in an effort to 
equip us.  It’s a reminder that…’ 
 
3.  God’s servants forfeit the right to total privacy! God may call on us at any time to share our struggles if 
doing so may benefit another.   
 
When we dissect the dynamics of Elijah’s struggle it soon becomes obvious why God elected to record it.  It 
has important things to say to believers living in an increasingly adversarial culture, because...   



4.  The spiritual progression that birthed Elijah’s despair is the same progression Satan seeks to initiate in 
every believer.   
 
It begins with spiritual intimidation aimed at producing discouragement and fear.  Those two things - left 
unchecked - produce doubt and depression.  Then self-pity opens the door to despair.  And the weight of 
despair can’t be borne indefinitely. 
  
The fact this deadly progression occurred in the soul of someone like Elijah reminds us that just as a past 
meal doesn’t make us immune to future hunger…  
 
5.  Past experiences with God don’t make us immune to future doubts. They often make us targets of future 
attacks that produce doubts.   
 
Let me explain. Elijah was easily one of the foremost prophets in history.  A man of great faith, great 
courage, and uncompromised devotion, God used him to perform 16 undeniable miracles.  His very name 
conveyed his character; it means "My God is Yah(weh)." 
   
Elijah’s God-given assignment would have paralyzed a man of lesser faith!  He was called to boldly speak for 
God in a time when idolatry in his nation was being promoted in high places and had reached epidemic 
status.  In many ways it was a time not unlike our own! 
 
Israel’s tragic condition had its roots in Israel’s notorious infatuation with idols.  But it had been moved 
along by the words, “I Ahab, take you Jezebal...”  Ahab - King of God’s covenant people - foolishly 
established a life covenant with a woman who worshipped a false god known as Baal.  To please her, he 
had altars to Baal erected throughout the land, then stood by as she used her office to order the execution 
of God's prophets. 
  
In response to that blatant evil Elijah appeared before Ahab and announced God's curse: no rain or dew 
would fall in Israel until Elijah called for it!  
 
Needless to say, that announcement moved Elijah to the top of Jezebel’s hit list!  He sought refuge east of 
the Jordan River.  There God provided for him in miraculous fashion.  He subsequently relocated to a 
widow’s home, where he performed two miracles.  The second was particularly impressive; he raised her 
son from the dead!  
 
His faith energized, Elijah returned and challenged the 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of the false 
god Asherah to a spiritual showdown on Mount Carmel.  Each side was to ask their god to send fire from 
heaven.  Only Elijah’s God responded! 
  
At that the people fell on their faces, shouting, "The Lord, He is God; the Lord, He is God."  Elijah ordered 
the execution of the false prophets and then prayed for rain as he’d previously prayed for fire.  And the 
rains came. 
 
But not everyone was relieved!  Jezebel was incensed!  She swore to have Elijah killed.  Suddenly the 
prophet who’d called down fire from heaven just hours earlier couldn’t find a spark of confidence in his 
soul. The prophet who’d raised the dead was unable to raise his soul out of the pit of despair.  Fearing for 
his life, he fled to the wilderness.  His past experiences with God didn’t make him immune to future doubts. 
Instead, as I suggested at the outset, they made him a target for future attacks that may produce doubts.  
And here’s why. 
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Satan doesn’t waste his strongest attacks on those who merely dabble in religion for what they believe they 
can get out of it, or those who would gladly compromise God’s work in a misguided desire to be well-
thought-of by an unbelieving culture! 
 
6.  Satan directs his strongest attacks against those with the strongest desire to see God’s will accomplished.   
 
And Elijah fit that description.  For that reason, I’d like to suggest… 
 
7.  The more we care about God’s work in the world the more likely we’ll struggle with doubt.   
 
It’s inevitable.  But it isn’t a sign of evil!  It doesn’t signal compromised convictions or half-hearted 
commitment. It doesn’t mean our love for God has grown cold.  And it certainly doesn’t mean God can’t 
use us again!  And here’s why: 
  
8.  Doubt is not unbelief.  It’s the struggle to remain confident when God’s work appears to be in jeopardy.   
 
And that’s a struggle known only by those who love God!  People like Elijah. 
 
Jezebel’s threat didn’t rock the prophet’s soul because he feared death.  He knew the life expectancy of 
prophets in his day tended to be rather brief!  It rocked his soul because it appeared to threaten the recent 
spiritual gains made in his nation.  But that appearance was wrong.  It was based on partial information. 
 
Elijah was under the misconception he was the only uncompromised prophet still alive.  He said so several 
times when God asked him why he was in such a bad place emotionally.  So, to his way of thinking, should 
the queen succeed in his murder the recent victories against idolatry would be short-lived. Absent his 
solitary voice God’s work would suffer a serious setback.  His beloved people and nation would yield to 
Jezebel. 
  
But Elijah was wrong!  After listening patiently God informed him things weren’t as bad as they appeared.  
Jezebel hadn’t been as successful in her efforts to kill the faithful as it appeared - and as Elijah assumed!  
There were actually 7,000 faithful souls who had never bowed their knees at the shrines of Baal!  Not 
seven.  Not seven hundred.  Seven thousand!  They were God’s faithful remnant.  And He wasn’t going to 
allow any of them to taste death!  
  
With that, Elijah kicked his despair to the curb, even though the death threat remained.  That he did so 
affirmed his doubts had never been rooted in fear for his own life, but in concern for God’s work.   
Now let me share what Elijah’s experience has to say to us, and why I feel God put this message on my 
heart during my recent sabbatical. 
   
If you care deeply about God’s work in our nation, it’s becoming easier and easier to join Elijah in his 
despair.  Many of our countrymen have bowed their knee to the Baals of our age. Attacks against our faith 
are becoming increasingly common, overt, mean-spirited, and confident.  Many are predicting the death of 
Christianity in our nation. Worse, new accounts of sin within the professing church greet us weekly. 
 
Pastoral malpractice, sexual abuse, love of power, love of celebrity, cult like leadership, and lavish lifestyles.   
Even more disheartening are the increasing numbers of voices from within the church denouncing their 
fellow believers with scathing judgments and sweeping accusations, all while calling for a new expression of 
the faith that is more an abandonment of the faith - and a surrender to the forces of corrupt culture.   



Given these developments one could easily entertain the discouragement that opens the door to despair.  
In light of that I feel God simply wants me to tell you to “Remember the 7000!” 
   
Remember there are still many Jesus followers who have not bowed their knee to the idols of our age.  
They don’t broadcast their faithfulness on social media.  They don’t write articles for national publications 
or blogs. They don’t start movements and hold rallies.  They don’t virtue signal.  They just quietly go about 
loving God, loving their family, loving their neighbors, and serving their community and world, convinced 
that’s what Jesus would want.  And God knows who they are.  So, in the midst of what appears to be the 
triumph of evil remember what Elijah learned. 
 
9.  Don’t despair because of God’s enemies; be encouraged because of His followers!   
 
Remember the 7000! 


