
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing you a Happy Mothers Day! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving is my favorite time of the year.  Family gathers around, the house 
looks like a cyclone hit it.  Sale flyers are everywhere mapping out the attack on 
Black Friday and even after the supper meal.  The best part of the day is seeing 
the smiles on everyone’s face and getting hugs as they come in the door loaded 
with food to share. 
 
When they all leave the house is so quiet, but the love lingers on in our hearts.  I 
rehearse over and over the conversations, the fun we had playing games in the 
afternoon, and delicious food shared by all with lots of “take homes” for everyone. 
 
At the end of the day, I think about how very thankful I am for a Savior that is with 
me all year long; every day of the week, every minute and second of each day.  
We never have to want for love when we are loved and cared for by our heavenly 
Father. 
 
This Thanksgiving and Christmas, take time to sit in solitude and reflect on what 
your year has been like and how Jesus carried you through bad and not so bad 
times.  How He loves to see you smile when thinking about all the good times and 
blessings He has given you. 
 
I pray as we come to the end of a decade and begin another, you will fall more in 

love with Jesus than ever before.   

Written by: LuAnne Baker, District AW Director 

District of Western PA 

NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER — DECEMBER 2019 



 

 

INTERNATIONAL WORKER PRAYER DIRECTORY 
 
Just a reminder that the updated AW IW Directory and many other helps for your meetings are 

available on the Great Commission Connection (GCC) CD which can be purchased from the Dis-

trict Office for $20/year or $5/quarter. For protection, those in Creative Access Countries are 

listed by first name only. 
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SANITARY NAPKIN PROJECT 
 
Please bring your home-made sanitary napkins to the Retreat so they can be packed and taken 

back with Becky & Shawn.  This is such an important project. They are in great demand. 

WINTER PROJECT 
 
Becky McCabe has asked us to join in a CAMA project to help supply items for the kids in Africa 
(see list below for suggestions).  Please see this website for the article that explains the project.   
https://www.cmalliance.org/alife/whats-a-mom-to-do/ 
• African American Barbie dolls, baby dolls, larger size dolls (basically any African American 

doll)  I have been buying what I can find on sale locally but I know other Walmart’s will have 
them too!  

• Soccer balls -regular size and small 
• Boys size baseball hats 
• Girls and boys socks (toddlers – elementary sizes) 
• Girls and boys underwear (toddlers – elementary sizes) 
• Girls’ headbands - no barrettes or hair ties as they are not used 
• Girls’ dress-up jewelry 
• Elementary and older child age backpacks!!!  This is a huge need and GREAT gift for our 

school age kids!!! 

PORTUGAL STORYTELLING 
 

Mike and Ruth five short storytelling skits they can perform for your church if you ask them to 
come during weekdays or evenings.  You won’t want to miss these.  They did a Festa Portugal at 
the Altoona Alliance Church and performed them there.   
The skits are titled: 
• Off to Sea 
• The Legend of the Rooster of Barcelos 
• Earthquake Survivor 
• Joao Ferreira de Almeida – The Story of the Portuguese Bible 
• The Cape 
If you are interested, you can contact Mike & Ruth at 814-944-0141 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cmalliance.org%2Falife%2Fwhats-a-mom-to-do%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccb364ad2512e4b9652db08d730803ac1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637031199603358377&sdata=iNC1siumpGlukLzfE8hsks
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LADIES RETREAT 
 

When:  April 24 & 25, 2020 (Friday seminars are being planned for those who can attend) 
Where:  Allegheny Alliance Church 
Keynote Speaker:  Laura Story 
Many accommodations are being made to make your trip, parking,  
and experience one of easiness and pleasure.  For  one example, there will be shuttles to take 
you from your hotel to the church so you do not have to 
navigate through the downtown traffic or worry about a 
parking space.  The Retreat Team is working hard to 
make this Retreat a very memorable and enjoyable 
one.  We are expecting a large crowd, so when  
information is posted, get your registration in early.  
More information to follow. 

QUILT PROJECT 
 
Praise the Lord!!!  

To date we have 28 quilts and more to be delivered this month with Bob Fugate.  Just think of the 

smiles on the faces of the women at the Circle of Care Women’s Home.  What a blessing and 

project of love!!  Keep them coming!!!!  If you don’t make quilts, like me, consider giving to the 

Quilt Fund to help defray the cost of sending quilts in extra suitcases with the Mission Team.  

Send the money to Janet Schmidt, Dist. Treas. 



 

 

SENDING SCARVES 
 
Brooke Bannister from Allegheny Center Alliance Church and a current student at Grove City 
College created SENDING SCARVES to support Alliance Missions.  Below is her story.   
Consider how you can support Alliance missions through this means and please keep Brooke in 
your prayers as she seeks to help International Workers spread the gospel around the world 
through this project. 
 
“As you know missions has been on my heart and has been an important 
part of my life for a long time.  As believers, it is our responsibility to show 
the love of Christ to those we meet and to share the good news of our  
Savior, Jesus Christ.  There is such a great need for people to go and  
support those who are called to GO, whether through prayer or giving. 
 
When I was in 7

th
 grade, my Social Studies teacher started a Knitting Club.  

Since I was a quiet book-worm type (and a bit of a nerd), I went and learned 
how to knit.  Since I am still a little bit like that, I have continued to knit and 
have made quite a few scarves, sweaters and gifts for those around me. 
 
This past year at Grove City, I took a break from studying and began to knit again (I even got my 
roommate hooked on knitting) and the idea of SENDING SCARVES came to me. 
 
For a long time, I wanted to be able to support missions both prayerfully and financially. 
 
"Sending Scarves" is the vehicle through which you and I can support missions and missionaries 
around the world, from home.  If you purchase a scarf, or baby sweater, from me, half of the pro-
ceeds will go to support missions and missionaries around the world. 

 
In addition, I ask that whenever the scarf is being worn, you would take a few 
moments to pray for missionaries around the world and, also, for those who are 
training and planning to go in the future.  Pray for receptive ears and doorways 
to be opened.  Financial support is always important, but prayer is the most pow-
erful support one can give. 
 
Winter and Christmas is coming!! 
 

If you are interested in purchasing a "Sending Scarf", 
send me a message for more information.  
Scarf:  $12 
Baby sweater:  $25 
 
Winter is coming! 
 
Thanks so much for your support ~  
With much love, 

Brooke Bannister 
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BONGOLO HOSPITAL 
 
Greetings co-workers in the ministry in Gabon, 
 
Some of you have asked when the next shipment will go out as you wanted to start preparing the 
items you could send. I contacted Gabon's team leader, Dr. Jeff Lane and he replied that  
although no definite plans are set yet, they plan on having one this spring (around March).  When 
asked what items you could be working on, they listed the following: (please don't send any 
packages too ARK Transportation until we let you know) 
 
1. ROLLED BANDAGES!! they should be a width of 3" or 4". The 

circumference of the roll would be around 2-3 ".  You can use  
cotton or cotton/polyester white sheets or colored sheets.  
Flannel doesn't work well. Look on the internet to find out how to 
make a simple bandage roller. We also don't want small squares 
of cloth that may have been used years ago. 

2. Double thickness sterilization wraps made of cotton or cotton/
polyester, sizes 12" x 12", 24" x 24". 36" x 36", 48" x 48" * 

3. Double thickness cotton or cotton/polyester sheets for covering 
the delivery table OR tables.** 

 
*Instructions for sterilization wraps: Finished sizes wanted are 12” x 12”, 24” x 24”, 36” x 36”. 
48” x 48”.  You can make them out of gently used cotton and cotton/polyester material or  sheets 
or old cloth tablecloths. Don’s use flannel as it is too loose a weave.  Preferred colors are blue, 
green or white solid (others accepted though).  To make them, cut the material 1/2” larger than 
the size wanted.  They are to be double thickness, with the seams on the inside.  After sewing 
the two pieces of material, turn it inside right, then sew a seam about 1/2” around the entire 
square and then an “X” from corner to corner.  this way, when they are washed, they will stay in 
place.  Questions?  Call me at 218-245-2706. 
 
**Instructions for delivery table sheets: use flat sheets twin or full size, any color, out of cotton 
or cotton/polyester. Fold sheet in half so it is 48” x 66” (twin) or 48”x 81” (full).  Sew or Zig-zag 
around the entire doubled sheet, including the folded side, close to the edge.   Then measure 
half way down (33” or 40.1”) and sew across the sheet. 
 
4.   Various sizes of children's patient gowns (patterns can be found on the internet or at fabric 
      stores) 

The above items are ones you make.  If you prefer to buy items, please refer to the lists on the 
Alliance women's web-page or previous Bongolo Supporters e-mails. 

Some have asked for pray/praise requests: 

1. Pray for Paul and Meladee Davis' adjustments back to the States.  They had to resign due to 
illness.  Paul was maintenance director for the Hospital and missionary/Drs. compound. 
Meladee did a number of things, one was opening the packages that YOU sent us and getting 
them put in the right place.  Pray for a couple (or singles) to replace them. 

2. Pray that the Gabonese Health Insurance would make the payments due to the hospital. This 
is critical as they are way behind on their payments and the hospital needs that money to pay 
workers, etc. 
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IW THANK YOU’S  
 
Dear Alliance Women. 
Thank you all so very much for all the gift items and donations at  
Mahaffey Camp this summer.  Our family cannot express enough in 
words for your support in prayers in our working Senegal.  We look 
forward to speaking at many of your churches later in the year. 
Blessings, 

Eric & Vicki 

 

Dear Ladies, 
We received a lovely surprise in the mail yesterday.  I don’t know why we got it but it came at a 
very wonderful time for us.  We can’t thank you enough for the generous $45 and we thank you 
and the Lord for this encouragement, 
 
We are normally quite healthy and praise the Lord for that.  However this month, we faced some 
difficult situations.  Dave got into a nest of yellow jackets and must have been stung 100 times or 
more.  He swelled up and was in such pain.  We went to the ER where they treated him.  The 
doctor said he must have a good heart to have survived.  So, we had a bill from the ER.  Then a 
couple days later, August 1

st
, I started school with a special education class.  I am 82 but still 

work at school to help pay the bills.  Our class was asked to pick up the breakfast carts through-
out the hallways.  We were doing fine until the little girl behind me pushed her cart hard into my 
right leg and made a gash just above the ankle.  I bled all over the floor and had to be sent to the 
doctor.  The result is I am out of school for weeks.  I have a hole that cannot be sewn up be-
cause it’s missing skin and some flesh.  I am being treated at a wound center.  I had to have X-
rays. Dave has to change my bandage twice a day which is extremely painful as we have to use 
a bleach water solution which stings. Pieces of gauze are put in the hole which sticks and when 
you pull them out it helps to clean out the wound, which results in more bleeding and much pain.  
So, it’s been a tough couple weeks with more to come.  
 
Then on top of all that, Dave has developed tooth problems.  He needs a bridge involving three 
teeth, so the cost for all involved is another $3500. 
 
So, hopefully, you will understand how encouraging your gift is to us.  Please pray that we will 
soon be back to normal and serving the Lord where He opens the door. 
 
Thank you again!   

Jan & Dave Arnold (Retired IW’s) 

BONGOLO HOSPITAL (Continued from pg. 5) 
 

3. Other needed personnel:  nursing instructors, a project manager for building projects. Do you     
know of anyone? 

4.   Pray for the ministry or the hospital.  We praise the Lord that many patients and their families  
      not only receive medical treatment, but also find the Healer as their Savior! 
 
Thank you for partnering with this ministry. E-mail or call me if you have questions. 
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CHRISTMAS ICE BREAKER 
 

Get ready to laugh with this Christmas Ice Breaker!   

 

Leaders:  Without giving any context and before your group of ladies has a chance to look at this 

page, simply go around the room asking for different types of words as indicated below the blank  

spaces.  Fill in the blanks as you go.  After all of the blanks are filled, read the title of the text and 

the paragraph you just filled in.   



 

 

 

  **Contact information can be obtained from LuAnne Baker at 724-254-2386. 

 
  RETIRED 
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Home Assignment List 

 November – December 2019 

Name Field Home Return 
**Shawn & Becky CAMA 5/2019 5/2020 

    

**Mike & Ruth Portugal 5/2019 4/21/2020 

        
**Ben & Chelsea Guinea 5/19/2019 6/29/2020 

    

**Eric & Vicki Senegal 5/15/2019 5/13/2020 

    

Bob & Joy Paraguay Retiring 2020  

brougherbunch@gmail.com    

    

**Laura CAC 05/15/2019 05/13/2020 

    

Mark & Cheryl Grossoehme ENVISION 
Contact for 

schedule  
markcherylg@gmail.com    

    
**John & Cathy Mexico 6/30/2019 6/28/2020 

    

David & Lou Ann Chile Retiring 2020  

2304 Audley Ave, New Castle, PA 16105    

dwoerner@post.com    
1-724-674-9487    

    

**Steve & Christy (Cricket) CAC  ? 

James & Sharon Kendall Indonesia 

278 Kendall Road, Blairsville, PA 15717 jimsharonindo@gmail.com 

724-840-2128 (Sharon) or 724-422-3853 (Jim)   
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SPEAKERS 
 
 

Along with the IW’s on home assignment, several others are listed below to contact: 
 

• Brooke Bannister - Brooke attends Allegheny Center Alliance Church and is a Freshman 
at Grove City College majoring in Biology and minoring in Biblical and Religious Studies.  
Her career goal is in Missions and Medicine.  She has gone on the following mission trips: 
• Canilla, Guatemala (January 2019) - Medical Missions, serving at Adonai Hospital and 

outlying patient clinics, the ministry of AIM (Adonai International Ministries), 9 days 
• Clarkston, Georgia (February 2018) - with Envision Atlanta, serving with Mahaffey Camp 

and Conference Center, working with refugee population, under the direction of Ed and 
Nancy Depp   

• Hato Mayor, The Dominican Republic (January 2014 and 2015) - serving with Meeting 
God in Missions, 8 days, children's ministries, construction/house painting, evangelism, 
prayer ministry, etc.  

   Brooke's contact info:  bannisterBC18@gcc.edu  or 412-897-4757 
• Annie Polka – Pittsburgh Inner City Urban Ministry (music ministry) Contact information:  

annie.polka@uipgh.org or 412-735-1044 or 412-321-3811, Ext. 255  
• Corie Hartsock – Philipsburg Alliance Pastor’s Wife and co-owns The Painting Broad  

Studio which offers painting parties for all occasions and paint your own pottery. Contact 
Information: teamhartsock@gmail.com or 717-421-7874  

• Kristy Clements – Kristy and her husband attend the Cherry Tree Alliance Church. They     
have gone on several short-term missions’ trips and now oversee and make all the  
arrangements for others in their church and area to go on mission trips. Contact  
information:   kristybeth810@gmail.com or 724-322-9926  

• Sherry & Steve Egbert – Ministered to refugees at ENVISION Atlanta, GA. Contact  
information: sle824@comcast.com or bedfordcma@comcast.com.  

• Jo Kiel – Pastor’s wife at Hollidaysburg. Jo introduces “Color Me Beautiful”. Contact  
information: jeffjokiel@gmail.com or 814-317-7127  

• Dr. Cathy Sigmund – Ministers to Pittsburgh refugees. Contact information: 
cathy.ssigmund@acac.net or 412-612-5156.  

• Barb Volle – San Salvador, El Salvador Contact information: vollebb@gmail.com or  
412-389-1276  

• Debra Eckenroth – Emporium Alliance Church has a ministry in Haiti.  She has spoken at   
many Ladies’ Conferences in the McKean Area.  Her testimony of how God spoke to her  
about going to Haiti and what she sold to make the trip to minister to the hurricane victims is  
very moving.  Debra can be contacted at 814-846-3375 or arfinsons@yahoo.com 

• Carolyn Ebel – Broadway Alliance Church.  Carolyn ministers to refugees through Beyond  
Borders in Greece.  Carolyn can be contacted at cebel@teachbeyond.org or 412-288-0301. 

• LuAnne Baker – Presents Biblical portrayals.  LuAnne can be contacted at  
tangocat1@msn.com or 724-254-2386. 

• Valerie Harper – worked in China and Germany for 26 years which is where I came to 
know the Lord.  You can contact Valerie at harperval94@gmail.com or 724-734-1748. 

• Vicki Pasterik – Worked in Peru under ONEMISSION Mission Society.  Vicki tells how God 
uses a Mother of 9 and her husband, Michael, to service as church multiplication facilitators 
in Peru.  They provide training in evangelism, discipleship, and church planting.  They travel 
to the Amazon two to three times a year 
providing training, coaching, encouragement,  

mailto:bannisterBC18@gcc.edu
mailto:annie.polka@uipgh.org
mailto:teamhartsock@gmail.com
mailto:kristybeth810@gmail.com
mailto:sle824@comcast.com
mailto:bedfordcma@comcast.com
mailto:jeffjokiel@gmail.com
mailto:cathy.ssigmund@acac.net
mailto:vollebb@gmail.com
mailto:arfinsons@yahoo.com
mailto:cebel@teachbeyond.org
mailto:tangocat1@msn.com


SCHEDULE FOR OUTFIT GIFT FOR 
2019-2020 NP “Set Free” 

 
Outfit Gift   #1    due July 31, 2019 
Outfit Gift   #2    due September 30, 2019 

Outfit Gift   #4    due January 31, 2020 
Outfit Gift   #5    due March 31, 2020 
Outfit Gift   #6    due May 31, 2020 

Outfit Gift # 3  

November 30, 2019 

Outfit Gift   #3    due November 30, 2019 

CHURCH’S FULL NAME (No abbreviations please) _______________________________________ 

Outfit Gift # 3  

NOTICE FOR THE TREASURER 

Make checks payable to:  Great Commission Women or Alliance Women 

Make checks payable to:   
 
Great Commission Women or Alliance Women 


