ACAC Student Ministries

2012 Summer Missions Opportunities

Table of Contents

Letter from Pastor Scott

General Information
v' SMO Timeline and Key Dates

Option A = (Grades 6-7) ...ccceueseene CMA / Enter / Greenville, PA
Option B = (Grades 8-12)......ccc000eee YouthWorks / Toronto, Canada
Option C = (Grades 9-12)......cceueeee Envision / Ensenada, Mexico
Option D = (Grades 10-12)............ Envision / Quito, Ecuador

Student Fund Raising



Students and Parents,

“Following Jesus in diverse community” As a church and ministry this is
our mission, but this mission is not stationary. Jesus did not stay in one
place — He moved, the disciples followed. He loved, healed, interacted
and sought out those in need (physical, emotional and spiritual). His
disciples followed. Jesus cared for the least, the lost and the outcast. He
proclaimed the Good News of His father’s plan, the disciples followed.

Jesus was intentional — and challenged His disciples to be intentional. Today, as followers of Jesus —
we are His disciples. So what then should we be about? How does the ‘following’ happen today?
Isaiah 58:10 and Proverbs 31:9 contain some clear directives.

I believe that the summer of 2012 holds an opportunity to experience this around the world. | am
excited to share the plan. This plan includes preparation, fundraising, an experience (the trip) and
follow up.

In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus established a Great Commandment — “go and make disciples of all
nations.” We have the opportunity to play a part in expanding His Kingdom. Many things happen as
we follow Jesus on a specific trip, | would like to focus on one - transformation. Mission trips are two
directional — we go to love people and we are transformed, and as people encounter a group of
students from Pittsburgh - they are transformed.

You will notice four trips below. | believe these are age appropriate and stretching. As students grow
and mature, the stretching — physically, spiritually and financially grows as well. Here is a quick
overview.

Current Greenville Toronto Ensenada Quito, Ecuador
Grades (CMA) _(Youthworks) | (_En\_lision) __(E_nVisiqn_) -

8 t :
9 ] t T
10-12 T t 1

Please check out the details inside, pray about where Jesus is leading, and begin the journey toward
an exciting experience.

Following Jesus in diverse community,
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ACAC Student Ministries

2012 SMO

C_- 1. Choose an option.

2. Complete and submit registration material and deposit by Dec 18th

a. Turnin forms to Jess Furman

b. Deposit check (made payable to ACAC) in the student center lockbox using the

preprinted envelopes.

3. Contact George Furman (x 218) or Scott Wakeley (211) with any questions:

OPTION A CMA / Enter
Where: Greenville, PA
Dates: July 15-20, 2012
Student Cost: $ 225

Current Grades: 6-7

We have 50 student and leader opportunities available for this option - students and leaders will be accepted on a

first-come-first-serve basis.

OPTION B YouthWorks
Where: Toronto, Canada
C Dates: July 29-Aug 3, 2012
i Student Cost: S 465
Current Grades: 8-12

We have 40 student and leader opportunities available for this option - students and leaders will be accepted on a

first-come-first-serve basis.

OPTIONC CMA / Envision
Where: Ensenada, Mexico
Dates: Aug 4-Aug 12, 2012
Student Cost: $1,295

Current Grades: 9-12

We have 40 student and leader opportunities available for this option - students and leaders will be accepted on a

first-come-first-serve basis.

OPTIOND CMA / Envision
Where: Quito, Ecuador
Dates: Jul 18-28, 2012
Student Cost: $2,390

C Current Grades: 10-12

We have 40 student and leader opportunities available for this option - students and leaders will be accepted on a

first-come-first-serve basis.




ACAC Student Ministries
2012 SMO

SMO Timeline and Key Dates

a

O

11/20/2011 - Summer Ministry Opportunities are launched
12/18/2011 - Registration Deadline for all trips
1/28/2012 - Student Training Seminar and Hoagie Sale Distribution

02/19/2012 - Spaghetti Dinner / 33% of trip funds due (All Trips) / Passport copy due
to SM (if applicable).

03/16/2012 - 03/17/2012 — Famine Event

04/22/2012 - 67% of Trip Funds Due (All Trips) — Proof of Immunizations Due (If
applicable).

05/04/2012 - Spring Fling (HS students only)

05/26/2012 — Team Building / Community Care

06/02/2012 — Car Wash and Training Breakfast

06/10/2012 — 100% of funds due (All Trips)

07/11/2012 - Concert of Prayer & Ice Cream Social (All Trips)
07/15/2012 - 07/20/2012 — Greenville, PA

07/18/2012 - 07/28/2012 - Quito, Ecuador

07/29/2012 - 08/03/2012 - Toronto, ON

08/04/2012 - 08/12/2012 - Ensenada Trip
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OPTION A

CMA / Enter — Greenville, PA
(Current Grades 6-7)



C

ACAC Student Ministries

OPTION A

Greenville, PA

CMA / Enter / Short-term Missions

Opportunity
Dates: July 15-20, 2012
Registration Deadline: Dec 18, 2011

Grades:

Current grades 6-7

Student Cost:

$225

|:> How to register

The documents provided in the side pocket of this SMO packet should be completed, signed,
and returned with a “non-refundable” deposit of $50. All registration forms should be turned
into Student Ministries by Dec 18, 2011.

v/ Student Ministries SMO Application Form
v'  Student and Parent Covenants
v" Student Ministries Consent Form

v’ $50 Deposit

Cost Breakdown:

Trip Schedule:
Jul 15, 2012 Leave ACAC for Greenville, PA
Jul 16-19, 2012 SMO Service days '
Jul 20, 2012 Return to ACAC

Mandatory Student Development
& Other Important Dates:

Enter Fee * $150
Pre-Trip Training 30
Transportation 15
Student Activity 10
Leader Support** 20

$225

Jan 28, 2012

Hoagie Delivery and Training

Feb 19,2012

_Spaghetti dinner

Feb 19,2012 | 33%FeesDue (575) = <&
Mar 17, 2012 Famine
Apr.22,2012 67% Fees Due ($150)
May 26, 2012 Community Care and Training
Jun 2, 2012 Car Wash & Training Breakfast
Jun10,2012. | 100%FeesDue($225) .
Jul 11, 2012 Concert of Prayer

The above student development and team building dates
are considered necessary and mandatory in order for
students to best prepare for this experience. Missing any
of these scheduled dates must be pre-approved by the trip

leader.

* Enter fee includes meals & lodging.

** portion to help support leaders costs
associated with taking students. This
allows the students to assume some
ownership in helping their volunteer
leaders lead them in this experience.
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o What is Enter?

Enter is for students going into 6th - 8th gradel

It is an entry-level missions and ministry experience

designed with Junior Highers in mind. This is a dis-

cipleship oriented camp for students who desire to
grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ.

@ What will we do?

Serve God. We'll have daily devotional time, an
awesome speaker and a kickin’ worship band to
lead us into the presence of God as we serve Him.

Serve Others. We're going into the community to
serve - we’ll be doing projects varying from yard-
work and painting, to serving at soup kitchens, and
talking to the elderly in nursing homes.

e

Have Fun! We'll have cookouts, parties, and tons
of other sweet stuff that you'll love!



: Packing List

Dress Code: Remember, modest is hottest.
-shorts must be below your fingertips when you hold your hands down at your side
-no spaghetti straps
-no midriffs
-no lowrise jeans

-guys must keep their shirts on while on the job site and in public places
-do not bring your nicest clothes

Work Clothes/Items

3 pair of shorts/jeans

3 t-shirts

1 pair of sturdy work shoes/boots
Work gloves

Goggles/Eye protection

Water bottle

Other Clothes

PJs (the dorms are NOT air conditioned, but please follow the dress code for pjs as well)
C Sweatshirt/Hoodie '

i Underwear & socks (remember that you might go through these more quickly, so pack extra)

For Evening Activities
Jeans/Shorts

3-5 shirts

Comfortable walking shoes

Bathing suit (ladies: if not a one piece, you need to bring a shirt to wear overtop)

Don’t forget
Bible, Notebook, Pen

A box of cereal to share

Camera (disposable works well)
Spending money (no more than $30)
Sleeping Bag/Pillow

2 Towels

Toiletries



Tentative Schedule

(of course, this is subject to change)

C

Sunday
3:00pm - Registration Begins
5:00pm - Orientation for Students
5:00pm - Leaders Meeting
6:30pm - Dinner
7:15pm - Trust Builders

. 8:30pm -- Main Session
10:00pm - Church Group Huddles
10:45pm - In Dorms
11:15pm - Lights Out

Monday - Thursday
7:30 am - Breakfast

-pack lunch

8:30am - Group Devotions
9:00am - Leave for JobSite

-eat lunch at site

:00pm - clean up/pack up
3:15pm - Free Time/Shower
5:00pm - Dinner
6:30pm - 8:30pm - Evening Activity
9:00pm - Main Session
10:30pm - Church Group Huddles
11:00pm - In Dorms
11:15pm - Lights Out

Friday

8:30am - Breakfast
9:30am - Pack Up
10:30am - Main Session
11:30am - Head Home!

Evening Activities may include: Swimming, bowling, Pymatuning Deer Park, Olympic Fun Center, and other cool stuft
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ACAC Student Ministries OPTIONB
YouthWorks Short-term Missions
Toronto, Canada Opportunity
Dates: July 29 - Aug 3, 2012
Registration Deadline: Dec 18, 2011
Grades: Current grades 8-12
Student Cost: $465

Students W||| be requlretho obtaina passporf or passport card by Feb 19, 2012 The cost will range
between $50 and $135 : - { =

\:> How to register

The documents provided in the side pocket of this SMO packet should be completed, signed,
and returned with a “non-refundable” deposit of $50. All registration forms should be turned
into Student Ministries by Dec 18, 2011.
v’ Student Ministries SMO Application Form  v' YouthWorks registration forms will not be
v’ Student and Parent Covenant available until late February, therefore we

v’ Student Ministries Consent Form will distribute them for completion then.
v $50 Deposit

Trip Schedule: Cost Breakdown:
Jul 29, 2012 Leave ACAC for Toronto, Canada YouthWorks Fee * $298
Jul 30-Aug 22012 | SMO Service days :re-Trlpr':rz:!nmg Zg

ransportation

Aug 3, 2012 Return to ACAC Student Activity 23
Leader Support** 30
Mandatory Student Development Travel Food 24
& Other important Dates: 65

Jan 28, 2012 Hoagie Delivery and Training

Feb 19, 2012 | Spaghett| dinner

Feb 19,2032 . ;

Apr 22, 2012 e

Spring Flmg (HS students only)

May 4, 2012

May 26, 2012 Community Care and Training
Jun 2, 2012 Car Wash & Training Breakfast
Jun 10,20%2¢  “|:100%Trip FeesDue ($465)
Jul 11, 2012 Concert of Prayer

* YouthWorks fee includes meals &
lodging.

** Portion to help support leaders costs
associated with taking students. This
allows the students to assume some
ownership in helping their volunteer
leaders lead them in this experience.

The above student development and team building dates
are considered necessary and mandatory in order for
students to best prepare for this experience. Missing any
of these scheduled dates must be pre-approved by the trip
leader.



Passports:

e For students and leaders that already have passports, make sure that the
expiration date is later than 6 months from the return date of the trip.

e For students and leaders without passports, make sure you apply as soon
as possible. To do this, visit your local post office or go to the following
Web site and follow instructions to download an application:
http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html

Note: If you are obtaining a passport for the first time, you must go in person to a
passport acceptance facility such as a U.S. Post Office. You will need to bring the
completed application, two passport-sized photographs of yourself (or the Post
office will provide them for a fee), proof of U.S. citizenship (birth certificate) and
a valid form of photo identification such as a driver’s license.

l’:} Student Ministries will require a photocopy of your passport or
passport application no later than Feb 19, 2012.



Who Can Go:
Youth: High School Students

Toronto, ON

* Students in grades 8 through 12 of the 2011-2012 school year

Adults. 1 adult leader for every 7 students

* Male and female adult leaders are required if bringing students of both genuers

* Adult leaders must be at least 20 years of age (not younger)

« If you require additional leaders, please contact the Service Center

We know that you may have others in your ministry that would love to serve with your group, but due to liability and
agreements with service partners, students who are NOT in grades 8 through 12 during 2011-2012 cannot attend the

mission trip.

Where You’ll Stay:

We typically house at area churches, schools or community centers and sleep on classroom floors.

Travel information:

Arrival/Departure: Arrive between 4:30 PM and 6:00 PM on Sunday. Depart by 9:30 AM on Friday.

Airports: Toronto is located 240 miles northeast of Detroit, MI, in the Canadian province of Ontario,
directly off Highway 401.The nearest airport is located in Toronto.

Vehicles: You will need to have enough seatbelts for each person attending the mission trip with your

group. This site can only accommodate standard 15 passenger vans or smaller and cannot accommodate
trailers. Please arrange for other means to transport luggage.

Note: You will need to transport students and adult leaders from other groups in your vehicles, and may be asked to
transport community children for Kids Club. Please check to make sure that your insurance will cover these

requirements.

Minis
Participants serve in a variety of ways during a YouthWorks mission
trip. Students may spend all week at one ministry or switch between

ministries during the week. We ask that you come with a willing and
flexible spirit!

Kids Club: A hands-on program led by your youth offering high-
energy games, crafts, skits, songs and interactive lessons all designed
to help kids learn about Jesus. Due to school end dates, this ministry
will not begin until the beginning of July.

Local Service Partnerships: Our goal is to partner with local
organizations and programs that seek to address the very basic

needs of residents. Examples of possible service opportunities
include, but are not limited to...

s Children’s programs

oElderly centers

*Soup kitchens/homeless shelters
o Thrift stores

We cannot confirm until all groups arrive exactly what ministries
your students will be a part of during the week.

Evening Activities

Evening activities are designed to give
participants insight into the lives of local
residents and the culture of the area. These are
examples of what your group coul/d partake in
during your mission week. Evening activities
are subject to change due to weather or
availability. In case of change, suitable
substitutes will be provided.

*Visit Ashbridge Bay Beach
*The Gateway street walk
*Scavenger hunt in China Town
*Co to a Riverdale Park



A Look at the Community
The city of Toronto sits on the north shore of Lake Ontario and is the capital of the province of Ontario. At
one time, Toronto was well traveled by Native American tribes because of its strategic land route between
Lake Ontario and Lake Huron. It was later used as a French trading post, and in the late 1800s and early
1900s, became the subject of great disputes between the United States and Canada. The land adjoining

Lake Ontario was known by the Huron people as “toronto %, a word in their language that meant “meeting
place.” This name is still reflective of Toronto today.

Toronto is home to almost 2.5 million residents, including a large immigrant population. Nearly all of the
world’s culture groups are represented in Toronto and more than 100 languages and dialects are spoken.
Over one-third of residents speak a language other than English in their home. More people live in
Toronto than in four of Canada’s Atlantic Provinces combined. Many visitors come to Toronto to
experience its world-class theater and performing arts, and to see the CN Tower, currently the world’s
tallest free-standing structure at 1,815 feet. Canada’s commercial, financial and industrial success can be

linked to the prosperity of Toronto as it is considered to be the business, commercial and cultural center of
Canada.

Weekly Schedule*
Sunday Arrival: Between 4:30pm — 6:00pm

Toronto Statistics
Monaay-/hursaay . .
Monday-Thursda ePopulation of Toronto is 2,481,510.
Breakfast: 7:00am — 8:00am eToronto is the largest city in Canada making up
Devotion Time: 8:00am — 8:30am 8% of the population.
Depart for Service Sites: 9:00am *One-half of Toronto residents are foreign born.
Shower/Dinner Prep Time, eSince 1996, Toronto has received an average of
Adult Leaders’ Meeting: 3:30pm — 5:30pm 90,000 immigrants each year (half of all arrivals
to Canada). Of these, two out of three settled in
Dinner: 5:30pm - 6:30pm Toronto.
Evening Activity: 6:30pm — 8:30pm *In 2006, on any given night approximately
Evening Program “Club”  9:00pm — 10:00pm ?}?gl(t)elr ndividuals stayed at a Toronto homeless
Church Group Time: 10:00pm — 11:00pm eThere are more than 64,412 households on the
Prepare for Bed/Lights Out:  11:00pm - 11:15pm City's Social Housing waiting list.
e 1 in 6 children in Ontario are living in Poverty.
Friday Departure: Between 9:00am and 9:30am

*We make every effort to follow a schedule similar to this at each site,

but it may be different based on community needs. We ask for your
flexibility throughout the week.




Information for Parents about YouthWorks
Toronto, ON

Who is YouthWorks?

YouthWorks’ core purpose is to help the church be the church by providing life-changing, Christ-centered
resources for ministry. One ministry of YouthWorks is our summer youth mission trips, a multi-denominational
ministry that provides youth with a life-changing experience by allowing them to be the hands and feet of
Christ and to see God move in a new way. The mission trip opens their eyes to both situations and

relationships in different communities and allows them to serve side by side with their peers, learn from leaders
and deepen their relationship with Jesus.

For the last eighteen years, YouthWorks has partnered with thousands of churches to provide week-long
mission trips to communities across the U.S., Mexico, Puerto Rico and Canada. Last summer alone, over
36,000 youth and adult leaders from over 2,000 churches went on YouthWorks mission trips!

Tell me about Toronto.

The city of Toronto sits on the north shore of Lake Ontario and is the capital of the province of Ontario. At one
time, Toronto was well traveled by Native American tribes because of its strategic land route between Lake
Ontario and Lake Huron. It was later used as a French trading post, and in the late 1800s and early 1900s,
became the subject of great disputes between the United States and Canada. The land adjoining Lake Ontario
was known by the Huron people as “toronto” a word in their language that meant “meeting place.” This name
is still reflective of Toronto today.

Toronto is home to 2.6 million residents, including a large immigrant population. Nearly all of the world’s
culture groups are represented in Toronto and more than 100 languages and dialects are spoken. Over one-
third of residents speak a language other than English in their home. More people live in Toronto than in four of
Canada’s Atlantic Provinces combined. Many visitors come to Toronto to experience its world-class theater and
performing arts, and to see the CN Tower, currently the world’s tallest free-standing structure at 1,815 feet.
Canada’s commercial, financial and industrial success can be linked to the prosperity of Toronto as it is
considered to be the business, commercial and cultural center of Canada.

What happens during a typical YouthWorks day?

Youth will assist in meal preparations, participate in personal devotion time, work at the various ministry sites,

experience fun and cultural evening activities and engage in “Club”- a time that includes worship, games, skits
and a talk. The service work incorporates a variety of opportunities to serve the diverse population of Toronto,

whether through serving at kid’s programs, visiting the elderly, and assisting local service organizations.

Safety is our top priority.

Safety is of the utmost importance to our organization! Each community we serve has four to five summer staff
that lives in the community all summer. Every staff member at YouthWorks is CPR and First Aid certified.
Additionally, our staff has gone through an intensive application process and has had thorough background
checks completed on them. We also ask that each adult leader attending a YouthWorks mission trip also has a
background check completed on them by the organization that they are attending with.

We are very aware of the neighborhoods within which we work; we have secure housing for our participants
and our schedule does not bring us out late at night. Our program is conducted within very solid boundaries
and in communities where we are known and loved. When groups arrive to the mission site, the staff leads
orientation meetings explaining the community that they will be serving, the boundaries of the housing site, the
rule of three (all participants are required to travel in groups of at least three with at least one adult leader) and
other necessary safety precautions applicable to where they will be serving.

We trust that by being wise in taking the necessary steps to ensure safety, as well as by trusting in the Lord,
your child will experience an amazing adventure this summer with YouthWorks!

Border crossing information.



For ease of travel, YouthWorks recommends that each person obtains a passport. However, also available to
US groups is the U.S. Passport Card. It is a travel document that can be used to enter the United States from
Canada (as well as Mexico, the Caribbean, and Bermuda) at land border crossings. It cannot be used for air
travel. The passport card is more convenient and less expensive than a passport book.

According to the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative, “U.S. and Canadian citizen children under age 19
arriving by land or sea from contiguous territory and traveling with a school group, religious group, social or
cultural organization, or sports team, may also present an original or copy of his or her birth certificate, a
Consular Report of Birth Abroad, a Naturalization Certificate, or a Canadian Citizenship Card”

. Read more
here: http:/www.getyouhome.gov/html/lang_eng/eng sa.html

Border Crossing Information:

Canadian Residents: http://www.chsa-asfc.gc.ca/whti-ivho/menu-eng.html
US Residents. www.iravel.state.gov/travel/cbpmc/chpme 2223 html
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ACAC Student Ministries

OPTION C

: Envision - Short-Term Missions
Ensenada, Mexico -
Dates: Aug 4-12, 2012
Registration Deadline: Dec 18, 2011
Grades: Current grades 9-12
Student Trip Cost: $1,295

' Students will be reqwred to obtaln a passport by Feb 19, 2012. The cost wnll range between $105 and _
$135 Students must also have updated immunizations for Tetanus and Hepatltls A More info inside:

|:> How to register

The documents provided in the -hand pocket of this packet should be completed, signed, and
returned with a “non-refundable” deposit of $100. All registration forms should be turned into
Student Ministries by Dec 18, 2011.

O Student Ministries SMO Application Form O

O Student and Parent Covenant

Student Ministries Consent Form
0O $100 Deposit

Cost Breakdown:

Trip Schedule:
Aug 4, 2012 Leave ACAC for Ensenada, Mexico
Aug 5-10, 2012 SMO Service days
Aug 11, 2012 Travel to San Diego / Activity Day
Aug 12,2012 Return to ACAC

Mandatory Student Development
& Other Important Dates:

Ensenada Project Fee * $465
Pre-Trip Training 45
Transportation 620
Lodging/meals- San Diego 50
Leader Support** 75
Travel Food 40

$1,295

Jan 28, 2012

Hoagie Delivery and Training

Feb 19, 2012

Feb19:2012

Mar 16-17, 2012 i

S;;rlng Fllng

) Spaghettn Dlnner

Mwmmn

May 26, 2012 Community Care and Training
Jun 2, 2012 Car Wash

Jun 10, 2012° | 100% Trip Fees Due ($1:295)
Jul 11, 2012 Concert of Prayer

* Fee includes meals & lodging.

** Portion to help support leaders costs
associated with taking students. This
allows the students to assume some
ownership in helping their volunteer
leaders lead them in this experience.

The above student development and team building dates are considered necessary
and mandatory in order for students to best prepare for this experience. Missing any
of these scheduled dates must be pre-approved by the trip leader. Additional dates
may be added later to provide students with specialized training specific to the trip.




Passports:

e For students and leaders that already have passports, make sure that the
expiration date is later than 6 months from the return date of the trip.

For students and leaders without passports, make sure you apply as soon
as possible. To do this, visit your local post office or go to the following
Web site and follow instructions to download an application:
http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html

Note: If you are obtaining a passport for the first time, you must go in person to a
passport acceptance facility such as a U.S. Post Office. You will need to bring the
completed application, two passport-sized photographs of yourself (or the Post
office will provide them for a fee), proof of U.S. citizenship (birth certificate) and
a valid form of photo identification such as a driver’s license.

:> Student Ministries will require a photocopy of your passport or

C passport application no later than Feb 19, 2012 or we will be unable to
purchase your airline ticket.

Required Immunizations:

Ensenada, Mexico Quito, Ecuador

Updated Tetanus Updated Tetanus

Hepatitis A Hepatitis A
Hepatitis B

|—_—> Student Ministries will require proof of your immunization records no
later than April 22, 2012. Please provide a copy to us.




About Envision

Envision Culture exists to meet the needs of the young adults within The
Christian and Missionary Alliance who desire to serve the Lord on a global scale.
Through a unique relationship with our international workers serving in over 80

countries around the world, Envision Culture is designed to mobilize kingdom-
minded students for His service.

For more information visit: http://www.cmalliance.org/serve/envision/

About the Ensenada Project

We are missionaries with the C& MA who serve alongside you during your time
in Mexico. We have worked and studied hard to understand the language,
culture, and history of Mexico and we continue to study all of that and more!
Our goal is to serve you, and the people of Mexico in a way that is effective and
genuine. Currently we have 15 years experience in working with Short Term
Mission Groups and are in our 4th year as the Site Leaders of the Ensenada Site.
During our time of ministry in Ensenada it includes the following:

working with short-term mission groups

helping & serving pastors and churches
seminar ministry

providing counsel & support to pastors

construction projects to improve life in the communities and church
facilities

6. planting churches

AN ol ol e

We have a much respected ministry in Mexico and the National Church in

Mexico is very excited about how our relationship will grow. Please feel secure
and confident of their capabilities in serving you.



WORK WITH SITE COORDINATORS Rick & Tammie Romano. Rick
has more than 12 years experience in leading short-term missions
experiences to Ensenada, Mexico. He has built relationships with
pastors and communities in the area. You will be able to work along
side our pastors and minister with them in their churches. Available
ministries consist of building projects, Vacation Bible School (VBS),
dramas, and testimonies, along with feeding and giving clothing to
the poor. Come for a week or for a weekend.

AR THE ALLIANCE 25

L i e Gl Bahee SHORT TERM MISSIONS OFFICE™

P.0. BOX 2901
UPPER DARBY, PA 19082 _
(610) 931-2613 . -




Ensenada is on the Pacific coast in Baja,
just south of Tijuana, Mexico.

The United States of Mexico consists of
32 states, rich in tradition and diverse
cultures. Its complicated history is
deeply ingrained in Mexican philosophy,
from family structure to religion. Family
ties are strong, and Catholicism has
been the dominant religion for four
centuries. No matter how little they
have, the Mexican people are very
generous and will easily give you their
last meal or an item they own.

Attitude

Bear in mind that you are guests in your
host’s country. Mexicans take hospitality very
seriously and should be sincerely thanked
when making an effort to extend it. Although
you are there to serve them, the Mexican
Christians, while thankful and blessed by
your service, also look upon your coming as
an opportunity to serve and minister to you.

Hospitality

No matter how little they have, the people
are very generous and will easily give you
their last meal or an item they own. Don‘t
refuse them out of fear of getting sick —
you won't (They drink bottled water also;
their bodies cannot handle the municipal
water either). Being in a Mexican home

is a wonderful opportunity to learn about
he people and provides a friendly trusting
atmosphere in which to share the gospel.

Making Promises
The Mexican culture views promises with
much more gravity than does the American
culture. Do not promise that you will write
or send pictures to anyone unless there is a
150% chance that you will be able to keep
your promise. You might ask them to write
first, which will then remind you
to write back. as surprising as
it may seem, it is quite likely
that nearly all Mexicans you
are introduced to once will
remember your name for years to
come; especially the children. Do
not promise things like sending
money, offering work, or helping
them get into the United States.
Be very careful not to make
promises.



»> What airport should be used?
San Diego, California

»> What is the basic schedule for the trip?
Mexico MissionTentative Itinerary

SATURDAY
77 Arrive in Ensenada, Mexico
ipm. Welcome and Orientation
5 p.m. Church service at Roca Fuerte
9 p.m. Debrief
11 p.m. Lights out
SUNDAY
7 a.m. Breakfast
8 a.m. Devotions
10 a.m. Leave for local church experience.
1p.m. Eat lunch on the road
4 p.m. Church experience at Camino de Cristo
7 p.m. Eat at Tacos el Pablano
8 p.m. Head back to the house
9 p.m. Debrief
MONDAY
7 a.m. Breakfast
8 a.m. Devotions
Team A Team B
Morning ministry Building project
1-4 p.m. Ministry
food distribution/play games (parachute,
soccer, Frisbee, football)
5p.m. Dinner
8 p.m. Debrief
TUESDAY
THE WHOLE GROUP
6 a.m. Breakfast
7 a.m. Devotions
8 a.m. pack up for the day
9a.m. leave for Ojos Negros Indian Camp
il p.m. Lunch on the road
1pm. VBS, drama, puppets, games plus food,
clothing and toy distribution
4 p.m Church service at Ojos Negros
7 p.m Dinner on the way back to Ensenada
9 p.m Debrief
WEDNESDAY
7 a.m. Breakfast
8 a.m. Devotions
Team A Team B
Building project Morning ministry
1-4 p.m. Ministry: food distribution/play games
5 p.m. Dinner
8 p.m. Debrief
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THURSDAY
7 a.m. Breakfast
8 a.m. Devotions
Team A Team B
Morning ministry Building project
1-4 p.m. Ministry: food distribution/play games
5p.m. Dinner
8 p.m. Debrief
FRIDAY
7 a.m. Breakfast
8 a.m. Devotions
Team A Team B
Building project Morning ministry
1-4 p.m Ministry: food distribution/play games
5 p.m Dinner and debrief
9p.m Clean up and pack up

»> What is the age requirement?

Children 13 and older may participate in the
trip. Younger children must be with a family
that is part of the team.

» What is the recommended group size?
15-20 is an ideal group size. However,
smaller and larger groups are accepted.

» Where will we be staying?

Depending on the size of the group and the
availability of housing, accommodations are
in one of thee places—a church, a set of
three apartments that house 30, or a house
that will hold 10-20.

> What is the weather like?
Check out weather.com. The weather is
similar to San Diego.

» What will we be doing for VBS?

The children range in age from 3-12. This is
a great way to share the gospel and disciple
those who attend. Many times the younger
ones will be accompanied by their moms.
Teenagers will often observe from a distance.



SAMPLE VBS OUTREACH SCHEDULE
(Approx, time 2 hrs.)

GAME TIME: 20~30 MINUTES

Group will play outside games with the children such
as jump rope, ball tosses, Duck, Duck, Goose, soccer,
bubbles, frisbee, etc. This is a time to get to know the
children and draw a crowd from the community.

SONG TIME: 15 MINUTES

Your group will do five children's Spanish songs. Several
of these should be upbeat songs with motions. The
puppets will sing along with the CD.

MIME: 15 MINUTES
The drama group will do “Storytelier.” After the program,
Rick will talk about the meaning of the drama.

CRAFTS & SNACKS: 20 MINUTES

Group participation is important. Children will need help
with their crafts. Distribute craft accessories and monitor
to be sure all are returned.

Pack snacks, avoiding candy and sweets. Animal crackers
and juice will be provided.

PUPPET SHOW: 15 MINUTES - -

A big highlight of the VBS is the puppet show. After,
the missionary will spend a few minutes teaching the
children about the moral of the story.

» Is there a specific dress code?
Please be aware that the people in Mexico are
much more conservative than in the United
States. To be effective in ministry, we must
respect our Mexican brothers and sisters
while in their country. We must adopt the
dress customs of the country in which we are
serving.
¢ Dress conservatively and modestly
« No wild clothing (offensive to Mexican people.)
¢ No body-piercing jewelry
e No wild T-shirts or hats
WOMEN
» No suggestive clothing (tight-fitting or low-cut
shirts or dresses, short shorts, half-shirts or bikini
swimsuits).
o A dress or skirt/blouse is a must for church (no
sleeveless tops). Ladies must wear skirts below
knees to ministry activities.
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« Jeans or shorts may be worn on work projects.

¢ No pants or shorts may be worn at a ministry event.
* No excessive jewelry.

» Sweatshirt or warm jacket is recommended for the

cool evenings.

* No excessively baggy clothing.

* Guys must wear pants to ministry activities. Jeans
may be worn at work projects and VBS.

« No shorts at church or VBS.

« If your ears are pierced, leave the earring(s) at
home. (NO EARRINGS)

« A sweatshirt or warm jacket is recommended for the
cool evenings.

» No tank top T-shirts are allowed.

Understand that we are not trying to

be legalistic or to deprive you of your
individuality. The people we are serving

are looking at us through their cultural lens
and point of view. We must not damage our
impact by allowing material things to get in
the way. '

Suggested clothes to bring:
« Work Clothes
¢ Old Jeans
¢ Old shirts
* Work gloves
* Work shoes

* Hat

VBS Clothes

WOMEN: Keep in mind VBS time is outdoors
and somewhat dirty. Therefore, skirts, shorts
or pants are acceptable.

MEN: Unless work clothes are extremely dirty,
they can be worn to VBS.

Church Clothes

WOMEN: Dress or skirt that goes below the
knees.

MEN: Nice jeans and casual shirts

» Do we need to bring spending money?
You are more than welcome to bring spending
money for souvenirs!
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»> Health Concerns

Because Ensenada is a desert climate, drink
plenty of water. Carry a water bottle at all
times. Don't drink water out of taps; potable
water is in the large water jugs. Put caps
back on the water jugs.

Get plenty of rest.

Eat healthy.

Wear a hat.

Put on sunblock.

» Ministry Guidelines

Remember to sit in the outer edges and the
back of the church. Spread out. Shake hands
and greet everyone. Have fun and serve

the people. Please contact Rick Romano via
email at iamrick98@yahoo.com regarding on
the ground ministry opportunities while in
Ensenada.

»» Cultural Sensitivities

+ Mexicans are friendly people. Greet them with “buenos
dias,” “buenas tardes,” or “buenas noches.”

¢ Mexicans point with their chins. We use our fingers.

o Excuse yourself when leaving their presence by asking
permission, “con su permiso.” Say goodbye to each
person if possible.

« When you ask for directions, Mexican people seldom
admit they don’t know. They will guess. Better to ask
two or three people and use the general consensus.

* Men shake hands with men and women. Men will
hug men as friendship moves along. Women shake
hands with men and women. Women also pat each
other’s arm. In Mexico's middle class, a half embrace
is appropriate between women, and women and men
(this accompanied by a false or missed kiss).

« Aiways say thank you or "muchas gracias” after a
meal. The echo will be “buen provecho” (may it settle
well with you). You can‘t say “thank you” (gracias)
enough.

« If hands are dirty, offer your arm (between wrist and
eibow) for a greeting.

« If someone is eating, grasp arm rather than their
hand that has already been washed and say “buen
provecho.”

“Que Dios le (les) bendiga!” ("May God bless you") Use
this at the conclusion of your testimony, as a person
leaves home, or as you leave a group.

» Bartering in the market is a'must. Don‘t barter if you
don’t want the item. In regular stores the prices are
marked and bartering is not practiced.

+ Smile a lot. When you meet someone, always shake
hands and greet each person in the group that is with
the person you know.

« Always be polite. Mexicans are very polite.

Always talk about the weather, place, or something,
before you ask them a favor. Don’t just “barge” in and
say, “can I have?” Beating around the bush is not an
option, it's the rule of thumb.

¢ You will see a lot of nursing mothers. Itis very
common to see a woman pull up her blouse and feed
the little one. Don't gawk!

o Facilities (W.C, bathroom, bafio, sanitorio) may be
scarce. Be prepared to find a tree (in rural areas),
over the mountain ridge, etc. They also have to
do the same thing. In the city ask for “el bafio” or
“sanitario.”

* Buses: On our buses/vans we can sing and talk. On
public buses, be quiet. We are known to be loud, and
they think we are talking about them.

Response from the "macho” man while looking up
and down your body. Reaction from you of their
comments. Don’t encourage them.

Latin (male/non-Christian) mindset: faithful to family
on Sunday, but not so faithful otherwise. Often have
“lovers” in other towns.

If approached by a Latin man, be careful in your
response. Since you won't ever be alone, you should
not have any problem.

¢ Try to share your faith with anyone possible.
¢ Women should not wander off alone at anytime.

« Ladies, don't be offended if the men are served first.
Remember that it is @ man’s world (although this is
changing somewhat).

« No politics of any sort. Do not compare unfavorably
or favorably the country you are in with the U.S. or
Canada. Don’t even talk of your party or candidates
for any office. This is especially important in times of
elections.

« Losing your temper is considered an unforgivable
weakness. Watch your testimony. Even aest?ong voice
can be interpreted as anger. P



When in a store don‘t abruptly ask how much
something costs. Ask if they have the item and then
how much, i.e., "Do you have any eggs for sale? How
much do they cost?”

o Never compare a person to an animal or call him an
animal (donkey, pig, “you turkey”) even in fun.

o Lottery tickets are a no no. They are really frowned
upon by believers.

« The Christian culture is generally more conservative:
Therefore, refrain from drinking alcoholic beverages
and from dancing. If you are offered such a beverage
please politely refuse. You may even be offered such
a beverage in your host home (if you are staying with
a Mexican family) but it is stiil best to gently refuse it.

s> Guidelines for Personal Care
and Conduct

The following have been formulated for the purpose of
helping you to receive the greatest possible benefits
from your missionary trip. Keep in mind that this is
merely a summary of the type of behavior expected and
it is to be supplemented by common sense and the fruit
of the spirit. In most instances you will be considered to
be on a n equal par with the missionaries and we want to

be careful not to bring reproach upon the name of Christ
and His Work.

1. You are an ambassador for Christ. Courtesy is
essential. Loudness and uncontrolied laughter are
out of place and a poor testimony.

2. A smile goes a long way. It has won more friends
than thousands of words. Learn to use it even when
you do no feel like it. Be friendly, but careful.

3. Humility is another attribute of tremendous
significance. The people with whom you will be are
very sensitive to their social positions. Let them
know that you are interested in them and their
children, and are not ashamed to be around them. If
you will listen and observe, you will learn much from
them.

4. A firm, but polite "NO” will discourage vendor of
merchandise. Do not barter for a lower price unless
you are really interested in making a purchase.

5. Know where your baggage is at all times.

6. Indicate a genuine interest in the lives and ministries
of the missionaries with whom you come in contact.
Do not hesitate to ask them questions regarding their
activities.

7. You will be entertained and cared for in private
homes. Take advantage of every opportunity to

lend a helping hand to household chores and strive
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to impart some spiritual blessing by your presence.
Even if the house has a maid, do your part.

8. Hard to get food items should be used sparingly. Do
not take food you cannot eat. Drinking water, in

most cases sterilized at considerable expense, must
not be wasted.

Get into the habit of washing your hands frequently,

especially before handling food. Showers must never
be more than 5 minutes.

10.Remember, the constant change of pace, varying
diet, and unfamiliar germs means that your body
demands more rest. Take the few opportunities you
will have to rest.

11.Insofar as courtesy and convenience allow, do not
drink untreated or unboiled water and avoid most
foods offered by street vendors. Raw fruits and

vegetable may be hazardous unless peeled before
eaten,

12.Because of unfamiliar bacteria, the slightest cuts,
scratches and rash should receive immediate

attention.

Notify your ieader of the slightest illness or
irregularity of any kind.

Be punctual for all obligations - travel, meals,
classes, meetings, written assignments, etc.

“Punctuality is showing high esteem for other people
and their time.”

13.

14,

15. Do not offer tips or information to customs or

immigration officers unless requested.

16.Promises to write or send pictures to anyone should
be made only with the full intention of doing so. A
good rule to follow is to ask them to write first,

17.Make every new challenge an opportunity to learn.
Otherwise, it is impossible to go through this
experience unchanged. Don't say, “I CAN"T” until
you have tried it.

18, There is nothing more practical in the life and
ministry of a missionary than his relationship to God.
To this end, good habits of personal Bible study and
prayer are a must.

19.1t is acceptable to express curiosity about the
Mexican way of life. Your questions indicate an
interest in their culture.

20.Don't make too many comparisons between Mexico
and home. Constant comparisons which make Mexico
seem inferior will eventually lead to resentment.

21.Try to understand strange customs, habi'tks"'a’r'id- ways
of thinking. Just because something is'different .
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does not mean it is wrong. Whether or not it is
immediately apparent, there are reasons why
Mexicans do things a certain way. Respect cultural
differences even when you can't understand them.

22.When you don't understand something and find it
difficult to be respectful, then at least suppress your
disapproval. Some customs have been around for
centuries and no one likes to have a stranger mock
their cherished traditions.

23.When you associate with the Mexican people, try and
adopt their manners as much as possibie. You will
never become 100% Mexican, but trying will help
you make friends and thus contribute to the ultimate
success of your trip.

24.The bottom line is ... keep an open mind. Many
aspects of the Mexican culture will interest, enchant
or puzzie you. Recognize the differences and accept
them without passing judgment.

25.Mexican laws differ from those in the United States.
Because of the laws, we need to be careful when
crossing the border, in either direction. The most
important thing to remember is that you are not to
speak unless spoken to by authorities at the border
and then reply in a respectful manner. Please do
not try to bring anything across the border illegally
(firecrackers, knives, guns, drugs, etc.) - you can
be arrested! You will be crossing the busiest border
crossing in the world.

26. Familiarize yourself at least to some degree with the
history of Mexico and the area to which you will be
traveling.

27.Remember that although you are in a foreign land,
become aware of the needs of the people and see
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how directly the gospel relates to the fulfillment of
these needs. Keep your heart and mind open and
allow the Holy Spirit to perform a work in you that
will be lasting, motivating and life changing.

28, Show respect for older people. Stand up and be
prepared to give an appropriate greeting (a nod, a
handshake, a bow or whatever the specific culture
expects). When circulating in a group, always take
time to talk with older people.

29. Avoid being alone with or talking at length with
someone of the opposite sex, especially if this isn't
the custom. Dress modestly, whatever that means
locally, Again, don't be afraid to ask.

30.Regarding time. Be flexible, not uptight. Go with the
flow of the culture and ministry you're involved in.

31.Be sure you don't offend people by taking photos
of what they consider their private space or of what
they consider to be a negative aspect for their
country.

32.How to treat beggars. In Mexico, you will be a prime
target for beggars. Many have learned that their
generous friends to the North will give to anyone
who appears in need. If you give to whoever appears
needy, you'll actually teach and encourage them
to continue begging. Many can earn more begging
than by a regular job. Many will actualily dress "poor”
so you'll give them something. Many do not wear
shoes; this is part of their culture. Be careful not to
bring your culture down to Mexico and think that
what is true in the U.S. is true in Mexico. If you feel
compelled to give something, check it out first with
the missionaries.

33.Please do not bring the Wordless Book






